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Curriculum
Handbook  2022

The curriculum handbook is an 
essential pathway for your child’s 
academic future – it provides 
information on curriculum areas, 
subject choices and teaching and 
learning across the Middle School.

The handbook also provides an up-to-date explanation of  the IB Middle Years 
Programme and the pathways that lead from this into the Senior School.

The Middle School academic framework delivers a diverse range of  curriculum areas 
based on global standards and the desire to develop internationally minded young 
students. 

Compulsory language learning and a diverse ‘Arts’ and ‘Technology’ focus set 
Middle School students up to make well-informed decisions on their future academic 
pathways. It is important that families and their children spend time discussing the 
appropriate courses for their future aspirations. As a general rule of  thumb, courses 
should be chosen which leave doors open as young students are likely to change their 
goals as they move through the Middle School and set themselves up for the Senior 
School.

The curriculum handbook outlines the Learner Profile attributes, the Year 10 
Community Project and it also offers a detailed explanation into each curriculum area 
so both students and parents gain a greater insight into the teaching and learning 
within these disciplines. If  you require further details and professional advice related 
to your child’s academic decision making please don’t hesitate to contact Kate Bondett 
(MYP Coordinator).

Matt Allen
Principal, Middle School
July 2021
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IB Learner Profile

Inquirers
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for 
inquiry and research. We know how to learn 
independently and with others. We learn with 
enthusiasm and sustain our love of  learning 
throughout life.

Knowledgeable
We develop and use conceptual understanding, 
exploring knowledge across a range of  
disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that 
have local and global significance.

Thinkers
We use critical and creative thinking skills to 
analyse and take responsible action on complex 
problems. We exercise initiative in making 
reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators
We express ourselves confidently and creatively 
in more than one language and in many ways. 
We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to 
the perspectives of  other individuals and groups.

Principled
We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong 
sense of  fairness and justice, and with respect 
for the dignity and rights of  people everywhere. 
We take responsibility for our actions and their 
consequences.

Open-minded
We critically appreciate our own cultures and 
personal histories, as well as the values and 
traditions of  others. We seek and evaluate a 
range of  points of  view, and we are willing to 
grow from the experience.

Caring
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We 
have a commitment to service, and we act to 
make a positive difference in the lives of  others 
and in the world around us.

Risk-takers
We approach uncertainty with forethought 
and determination; we work independently 
and cooperatively to explore new ideas and 
innovative strategies. We are resourceful and 
resilient in the face of  challenges and change.

Balanced
We understand the importance of  balancing 
different aspects of  our lives—intellectual, 
physical, and emotional—to achieve well-being 
for ourselves and others. We recognise our 
interdependence with other people and with the 
world in which we live.

Reflective 
We thoughtfully consider the world and our own 
ideas and experience. We work to understand 
our strengths and weaknesses in order to 
support our learning and personal development.

The profile aims to develop learners who are:

Introduction

Our Middle Years Programme (MYP) 
curriculum framework provides 
academic challenges that encourage 
students to embrace and understand 
the connections between learning 
areas and the real world. 

The curriculum further challenges students to become internationally minded and 
reflective thinkers. A focus on approaches to learning skills throughout the programme 
ensures your children are ready for the rapidly changing 21st Century world.

The heart of  the programme revolves around five key elements which:

• Encourage international mindedness in students to develop a foundation in their own 
language and culture.

• Encourage a positive attitude to learning by challenging students to solve problems, 
show creativity and resourcefulness, and participate actively in their communities.

• Reflect real life by providing a framework that allows students to see the connections 
among the subjects themselves, and between the subjects and real issues.

• Supports the development of  communication skills to encourage inquiry, 
understanding, language acquisition, and to allow student reflection and expression.

• Emphasise, through the learner profile, the development of  the whole student – 
physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically.

The culmination of  the MYP programme is the Year 10 Community Project. Working 
in small groups students are expected to identify a community need and take action to 
either bring change themselves, raise money to finance change carried out by others, 
raise awareness of  the issue or provide an analysis of  how this issue can be alleviated. 
Past projects include encouraging healthy eating at Kahurangi School, maintaining bike 
trails and starting a beach clean up. 

Kate Bondett
MYP Coordinator
July 2021
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What is the MYP?

Holistic Learning
Whilst maintaining excellent standards of  
teaching and learning in across a wide and 
balanced range of  traditional subjects, the 
MYP also has an extra emphasis on the 
interrelatedness of  the subjects. This encourages 
the student to consider issues and problems from 
a variety of  points of  view. The students learn 
to combine relevant knowledge, experience and 
critical thinking to solve real problems.

Intercultural Awareness
The MYP develops students’ attitudes, 
knowledge and skills as they learn about their 
own and others’ cultures. MYP teaching and 
learning encourages tolerance, respect and 
empathy. This is an essential part of  education 
to create a better and more peaceful world in the 
future.

The Middle Years Programme (MYP) for students aged 11-16 is now 
offered by over 850 IB World Schools. At Scots we run the MYP in Years 
7-10. The MYP is especially designed to help adolescents adjust to life 
in the 21st century. It is a difficult time for these young people as they 
learn to cope with a constantly changing and increasingly interconnected 
world. The MYP provides them with the knowledge and skills they need 
as they grow, helping the students to find a sense of  belonging. The MYP 
emphasises and builds on the IB Learner Profile. The key ideas behind the 
MYP are;

Communication
Good command of  one’s own language enables 
clear expression of  ideas, attitudes and feelings. 
The learning of  other languages extends the 
student’s ability to communicate and it teaches 
appreciation of  different cultures and ways of  
thinking. Good communication is also about 
listening to others and understanding variations 
and nuance. The MYP also encourages students 
to explore various modes of  expression.

MYP Programme Model

More information about MYP is available at www.ibo.org

Scots College is authorised to deliver the MYP and  

is an IB World School.

Interdisciplinary  
Teaching and Learning

Interdisciplinary Teaching and Learning, a vital component of  the Middle 
Years Programme and a wonderful opportunity for students, is becoming 
more prominent in the Middle School.

Interdisciplinary teaching and learning is 
characterised by a genuine need for distinct 
disciplinary knowledge or skills from two 
subjects, to be taught together. Just like the 
workplace, knowledge does not sit in discrete 
silos, it is used seamlessly together to work 
towards a goal or outcome. We try, using the 
MYP interdisciplinary framework, to give 
students an opportunity to experience the need 
for subjects to work together to achieve a result. 

In 2022, all students from years 7-10 will 
participate in an interdisciplinary unit which 
bring together skills from all learning areas. We 
hope these learning opportunities will allow 
students to explore authentic real-world contexts 
which draw deeply on learning from different 
learning areas. 
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Homework Guidelines in the 
Middle School 2022

To allow students the time to experiment and 
challenge themselves with new activities the 
Middle School have a homework policy that 
sees all MYP assessments completed during 
class time, and that most subjects will not set 
homework. We believe this gives students and 
opportunity to work on becoming the All-Round 
Character.

Is there any Homework?
Yes, homework is based around reading, spelling, 
mathematics and second language study. 
We envision students having over an hour of  
homework each night but a significant chunk of  
this is to be spent reading. Students may also use 
the time to catch up on missed lessons or spend 
homework time acting on teacher feedback to 
improve an assessment grade for any subject.

Year 10 students also undertake the MYP 
Community Project where they identify a 
problem, analyse it and then take action to 
mitigate that problem.

Science homework will consist of  2-3 
consolidation tasks for each unit of  work. In 
addition, students can expect two reflective 
tasks per year in which they must consider how 
scientific learning has been applied to a problem 
and the implication of  the use of  that scientific 
learning.

Why do we push reading?
Reading, even in the digital age, is crucial to 
learning. We want our students to expand their 
vocabularies (hence the spelling lists students 
will be bringing home) so that when new 
material is introduced to them as they move into 
the Senior School they will have the language 
skills to make the most of  their ability. We also 
believe that the ability to enter imaginatively into 

the world of  fiction encourages empathy and 
understanding that will improve the character of  
our students as well. We are not saying that they 
have to read every day but we think they should 
do it on all the days they eat!

We recommend students become members of  
their local libraries and making a fortnightly trip 
to the library part of  your family routine will 
contribute hugely to the success of  this new 
initiative. We’d love the whole family to join in 
the reading as a way to counteract some of  the 
concerns we have about the amount of  time 
students are spending on screens.

Academic Competitions
We encourage students to become involved 
in academic competitions like the spelling bee 
and challenge themselves to follow their own 
interests in investigating the world around them 
as they do through the popular Science Badge 
programme.

Leaving time for cultural pursuits,  
sport and leisure
A key aim of  the College is the creation of  the 
“All-Round Character”. The Middle School 
Homework policy aims to allow students the 
time to play sport, develop a love of  reading, 
follow hobbies, learn instruments and generally 
maintain their own health whilst still reinforcing 
the academic work done in class.

How much homework will my child get?
Students will receive over an hour of  homework 
each night but a significant chunk of  this is to be 
spent reading.

Dual Qualification 
Pathway

PYP
Primary Years Programme

MYP
Middle Years Programme

Year 11 Programme

NCEA
Level 2

IB
Diploma Programme

NCEA
Level 3

IB
Diploma Programme

Years 1-6

Years 7-10

Year 11

Year 12

Year 13
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Middle School Curriculum 
and where it leads

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Arts Visual Arts 

Drama / Music 

Visual Arts 

Drama / Music 

Visual Arts

Film

Drama / Music 

Visual Arts

Film

Drama / Music 

Design Materials Design 
Technology /  
DVC (aka 
Graphics) /  
Digital 
Technology

Materials Design 
Technology /  
DVC (aka 
Graphics) /  
Digital 
Technology

Materials Design 
Technology /  
DVC (aka 
Graphics) /  
Digital 
Technology

Materials Design 
Technology /  
DVC (aka 
Graphics) / 
Digital 
Technology

Individuals 
& Societies

Humanities Humanities Humanities

Business Studies

Humanities

Enterprise 
Studies

English & 
Literature

English English English English

Languages French / Spanish 
/ Chinese/
English B /  
Te Reo M ori

French / Spanish 
/ Chinese/ 
English B /  
Te Reo M ori

French / Spanish 
/ Chinese/ 
English B

French / Spanish 
/ Chinese/ 
English B

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics

PE & Health PE & Health / 
Sport

PE & Health / 
Sport

PE & Health PE & Health

Sciences Sciences Sciences Sciences Sciences

Special 
Character

Religious 
Education 

Religious 
Education 

Religious 
Education 

Religious 
Education 

Year 11 Year 12
Level 2 (NCEA)

Year 13
Level 3 (NCEA)

IB Diploma Programme
Year 12 & 13 (2 year course)

Foundation Art

Drama / Music / Film

Applied Art / 
Studio Art / 
Industry Art

Drama / Music / 
Film and Media 
Studies

Applied Art / 
Studio Art / 
Industry Art

Drama / Music

Visual Arts 

Music / Film

Biomimicry / DVC 
(aka Graphics) / 
Integrated Design 
Challenge / Materials 
Design Technology 

Computer Science

Construction / 
Materials Design 
Technology /  
DVC (aka 
Graphics)

Digital Technology

Construction / 
Materials Design 
Technology /  
DVC (aka 
Graphics)

Digital Technology Computer Science

Geography / History 
/ Humanities 

Commerce / 
Consumer & Business 
Law / Financial 
Capability

Classical Studies 
/ Geography / 
History 

Economics / 
Business Studies 
/ Tourism Studies

Classical Studies 
/ Geography / 
History

Economics / 
Business Studies 
/ Tourism Studies

Classical Studies / Environmental 
Systems & Societies / Geography / 
History / Psychology

Economics / Business & Management

English / English 
Studies / ESL

English / English 
Studies / ESL

English / English 
Studies 

Language and Literature / Language 
Acquisition / Language A Literature

Chinese / French / 
Spanish / ESL /   
Te Reo M ori

Chinese / French 
/ Spanish / ESL /   
Te Reo M ori

Chinese / French 
/ Spanish / 
Te Reo M ori

Ab Initio Language / Chinese / 
English Language Acquisition / 
French / Language A Literature / 
Spanish

Mathematics- Abstract 
/ Mathematics- Real 
World 

Mathematics / 
Statistics 

Calculus / 
Mathematics- 
Real World / 
Statistics

Analysis and Approaches / 
Application and Interpretation

PE / Sports and 
Exercise Science

PE (Theory) PE (Theory) Sports, Exercise and Health

Biomedical 
Science / Biology 
& Environmental 
Systems / Chemistry 
/ Physics / Physics & 
Chemistry

Physics /
Chemistry /
Biology

Physics /
Chemistry /
Biology

Physics / Chemistry / Biology

Religious Education Religious 
Education 

Extension Theory of  Knowledge



12 13

Drama

MYP Subject Group: Arts

What is this subject about?
Drama in the MYP engages students in an 
active relationship with theatre and encourages 
autonomous learning and exploration. It 
encourages the growth of  creative, reflective 
and communication skills through practical 
work. Emphasis is placed on the artistic process 
and the students’ understanding of  this process 
as an essential component to their artistic 
development through continuous investigation, 
planning, goal setting, rehearsing, performing, 
reflection and evaluation.

How will students be assessed?
Assessment in drama is based on performance 
tasks supported by evidence and documentation 
in a process journal. Both group and individual 
performances will be assessed as well as the 
process journal.

Where does this subject lead?
Drama is a senior school academic option from 
Year 11 to 13 including scholarship. NCEA 
Level 2/3 drama can be counted towards a 
student’s literacy credits. Many drama students 
also take part in a wide variety of  co-curricular 
activities within the school including our major 
production. 

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
In class: performance to other classes and the 
wider school community.

Outside of  class: Shakespeare Festival, College 
Production, Middle School Production, Year 10 
Exhibition Evening, visit to or by professional 
theatre groups.

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE

Our Homegrown Heroes 
Students through play-based role learning, 
explore the lives of  real-life New Zealand Heroes 
such as Sir Edmund Hilary, Sir Peter Blake, Kate 
Sheppard, Willie Apiata, Jonah Lomu and many 
more. Students will learn how to use drama 
conventions of  storytelling and exploration/play. 
Working collaboratively with improvisation and 
storytelling skills they will develop their ability 
to communicate to an audience with integrity 
and consideration to the source material while 
working in role. The second part of  the course 
will explore shadow puppet making, technology 
and performance through the story of  a New 
Zealand WW1 hero based on the book The Red 
Poppy. Collaboration and time management skills 
are explored in this project-based task. 

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE

In what ways do we handle the concept of  
death through art?
Using the Children’s Theatre play Johnny and the 
Dead, by Terry Pratchett students will explore 
how through performance we can communicate 
the rights of  dead people in society. They will 
consider if  dead people have rights and how 
drama can comment on political events to 
appeal to our conscience. We will also consider 
how the use of  comedy in performance can 
normalise death. In the second part of  the 
course students will explore Physical Theatre 
to create responses to the ideas of  war and the 
Pals Battalions of  WW1 in Johnny and the Dead. 
Using the skills of  movement students will work 
cooperatively to create their own dance drama 
that explores how art can express the concept of  
death through a different drama lens to explore 

role, situation, theme and mood to an audience. 
Students will consider the importance of  making 
drama in response to world events. 

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

How do we communicate without words? 
Students will explore how a narrative idea 
can be expressed though the theatre form of  
Mime. Students will develop universal skills 
of  mime and look at world practices of  the art 
form. The students will workshop the specific 
techniques of  Japanese, French, Italian and 
Nouveau mime forms. Working both individually 
and collaboratively students will select and use 
performance skills of  the art form studied to 
communicate an intention to an audience. The 
students self-directed work explores the ATL 
skills of  collaboration and communication and 
gives student ownership of  the creative process. 
In the second part of  the course they will explore 
performance skills of  voice, body movement 
and use of  space. They will transfer their mime 
skills into an open scripted piece of  work where 
they can interpret role, situation and place as a 
culmination of  all skills explored in the semester. 

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

What does it mean to be Kiwi? 
Students will explore the Pasifika play of  Niu 
Sila by Dave Armstrong and Oscar Kightley. 
Examining racial stereotypes, cross cultural 
friendships and our New Zealand societies 
prejudice and past through the use of  comedy 
and satire with serious undertones. The students 
will perform an extract from the play as an 
assessment task. The second part of  the course 
is devised based work on the idea of  a culture 
clash in a New Zealand context. Students 

will explore an intention and theme through 
improvisation and convention based drama to 
create an original piece of  work. 

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE  
(FULL YEAR)

In addition to the content from the Semester 
course outlined previously,  
full year drama students will look towards the 
Year 10 Art Exhibition. 

Year 10 Exhibition in Arts 
The full year programme will work on a chosen 
topic along with other subject areas in the 
Arts and Technology to work towards a public 
performance exhibition. Works created in the 
past have been centered around a theme such 
as 15 Minutes of  Fame, What a Load of  Rubbish 
and Old meets New. The Drama students work 
on creating an original piece of  Drama. They will 
choose a style of  theatre such as The Happenings 
experimental theatre, that often raised political 
ideas of  the time.

Are plays of  the past entertaining to today’s 
audiences? 
Students will examine the world of  Melodrama. 
Using specific performance features from the 
period students will create a performance where 
they can demonstrate their understanding of  the 
features of  Melodrama in performance. They will 
reflect on how a play from the past can still be 
entertaining and understood by a contemporary 
audience.
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Music

MYP Subject Group: Arts

What is this subject about?
Music is a complete art form that is beneficial 
in so many ways. Learning, creating and 
performing music has been proven to produce 
significant academic, social and health 
improvements. It also a highly enjoyable way to 
spend your time. In the MYP Music programme 
music is looked at through different topics, 
but the goal is always the same: to be actively 
involved in music making. 

Students will learn how to perform music with 
confidence and expressiveness. Often there is a 
choice of  what music to perform within a topic, 
and students are always encouraged to develop 
their skills further by either working in different 
styles, with other students or learning a new 
instrument. Singing is encouraged at all levels 
and all instruments and levels able to be catered 
for. Creating music is the other main aim in MYP 
Music. To this end, students will learn how to 
use vital computer skills to aid the making and 
mixing of  their compositions.

How will students be assessed?
There are two main assessments at each level; a 
performance that is videoed, and a composition 
that is made into a sound file. Some written tasks 
discussing the performance and composition 
process are also required, and together these 
make up the music section of  the MYP Arts 
‘Process journal’.

Where does this subject lead?
In Year 11 students can continue with Music 
which follows a programmme combining 
performance, composition and music studies. 
In Year 12 students may opt into either 
NCEA Level 2 Music or IB Music. The NCEA 

programme has some optional standards which 
allow strengths to be followed. In Year 13 NCEA 
students tend to specialise in the areas that 
interest them such as performing, composition 
or music technology through a wide choice of  
standards, or continue working on IB Music.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
In class: All projects have been structured to 
allow students to extend their different musical 
skill levels.

Outside of  class: concerts, music competitions 
and additional musical instrument lessons.

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE

Heroes and Villians - How does music tell 
a story and how do instruments convey 
character?
Students will learn some famous ‘character’ 
themes (e.g. Darth Vader) and study what makes 
them effective. They will then develop their own 
compositions and performances based on this 
material.

The Hills are Alive - How is vocal music 
a vital tool for human expression and 
identity?
This unit will focus on developing singing, 
ukulele, guitar and sound editing skills within a 
context of  folksongs from around the world.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE

Beatlemania - How did The Beatles change 
music forever?
There can be little doubt about the enormity 
of  The Beatles. But what lasting influence 
did they leave? Students will learn to perform 
some classic songs and develop the recording 
techniques pioneered by The Beatles.

I’m So Popular
What are the elements that make up a hit 
song? Students will learn about songwriting 
and recording by creating their own hit songs. 
The very best of  these will be recorded in our 
amazing recording studio.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

Feelin’ Blue - When The Blues became Rock 
Music
The story of  how The Blues became Rock Music. 
Students will use the movie The Blues Brothers 
as a stimulus for the study and performance of  
music from The Blues traditions.

EDM – What advances in technology 
have had the largest influence on live and 
recorded music?
Students will study the history of  recorded 
sound and gain an understanding of  how 
the technologies have influenced peoples’ 
experience of  music by studying and creating 
their own EDM songs.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

Rocking New Zealand – Which aspects of  
New Zealand’s culture have been expressed 
in our popular music?
In this unit students will learn some ‘classic’ New 
Zealand songs that reflect different aspects of  
our culture and then create and perform their 
own songs.

Expression – creating an emotional journey 
in music
Can you imagine a film without music? How do 
composers tell an emotional story with music? 
This unit is an opportunity to create music 
for a short film of  occasion while learning the 
techniques of  the great film composers.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE  
(FULL YEAR)

Sample the Muse – How can music reflect 
another medium?
In this second collaborative unit with Art and 
Drama, students will develop compositions and 
performances for a showcase performance that 
responds to a common stimulus. New skills 
such as sampling and looping will be developed 
alongside unique performance and composition 
settings

Settle the Score – How does interpretation 
bring music to life?
From aural traditions, through scores and 
recordings, music has been transmitted and 
interpreted between musicians in many ways. 
This unit will focus on developing students’ 
interpretation skills to best communicate the 
music of  the composer, through the performer to 
an audience.
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Visual Arts

MYP Subject Group: Arts

What is this subject about?
‘Arts stimulate young imaginations, challenge 
perceptions and develop creative and analytical 
skills. Involvement in the arts encourages 
students to understand the arts in context 
and the cultural histories of  artworks, thus 
supporting the development of  an inquiring and 
empathetic world view.’

‘Arts students have opportunities to function 
as artists, as well as learners of  the arts. Artists 
have to be curious. By developing curiosity 
about themselves, others and the world, students 
become effective learners, inquirers and creative 
problem-solvers. Students develop through 
creating, performing and presenting arts in ways 
that engage and convey feelings, experiences 
and ideas.’

‘The arts are a universal form of  human 
expression and a unique way of  knowing 
that engage us in effective, imaginative and 
productive activities. Learning through the arts 
helps us to explore, shape and communicate 
our sense of  identity and individuality. A focus 
on the individual enhances our self-confidence, 
resilience and adaptability.’ (International 
Baccalaureate Organisation, 2014)

How will students be assessed?
The arts assessment is based on a portfolio 
of  evidence where all work is documented in 
a process journal. The scale and media used 
in creating the artwork is not restricted by the 
process journal, as photographs and colour 
copies of  original work will be a part of  the final 
assessment. Both group and individual work will 
be assessed on the evidence documented in the 
process journal by the individual student.

Where does this subject lead?
In Year 11 students can continue with Art. In 
Year 12 students may opt into either NCEA Level 
2 Industry Art or NCEA Level 2 Studio Art or 
IB Visual Art (two-year programme). In Year 13 
students may opt into a maximum of  two art 
courses of  either NCEA Level 3 Industry Art or 
NCEA Level 3 Studio Art or continue working on 
IB Visual Art.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?

• Artist-in-residence programmes

• Community-based art projects

• Local and National Art competitions

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE

The Elements and Principles 
In this semester-long course students explore 
the world of  Superheroes and Pop Art. Students 
will learn about some of  the basic elements of  
art to create comic-inspired work using a variety 
of  media including: pencil, pastels, paint, and 
photography. Students will gain skills related 
to pencil control, process journal writing and 
organisation, basic art-related research/literacy, 
exploration of  colour, and a range of  media. 
There will be a focus in Year 7 Visual Art as 
well on the students’ ability to organize and 
self-manage themselves verbally, visually and in 
written form, within their Process Journals and 
classes OneNote.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE

Who am I? The art of  portraiture
In this semester-long course students continue 
developing ideas around shapes and forms, as 
well as learn about features of  the face and body 
such as proportion. Students explore simple 

forms that leads onto a mannequin study using 
pastels. Students develop skills in painting, 
drawing and sculpture. Artist models are more 
rigorously explored and there is continued 
development of  the process journal, subject-
specific literacy, experimentation of  wet and dry 
media.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

Abstracting Colour
In this semester-long course students look at the 
genre of  abstraction. Students will solidify ideas 
around what abstract art is and how and way 
artists make abstract art. Students will continue 
to acquire and apply skills in dry and wet media, 
such as pencil, paint, as well as photography and 
digital platforms. Artist models are again more 
rigorously explored and greater choice is given 
in terms of  outcomes. There will be a focus in 
Year 9 Visual Art as well on the students’ ability 
to thinking creatively, through verbal, visual and 
written form, and document this within their 
Process Journals and their classes OneNote.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

T rangawaewae - A Place of  Belonging
In this semester-long course students look 
at the genre of  landscape art. This course 
aims to set up students for Year 11 Art at 
the introductory level in regards to project-
management, contextual understanding of  art, 
creative thinking and development and response 
to artists’ work and their own work. Students to 
build on previous skills developed over Years 
7-9 and work in new materials and methods 
including: charcoal, woodblock and/or intaglio 
printing, multi-media, and/or design.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE  
(FULL YEAR)

Taking a Line for a Walk
This is unit of  work focuses on a range 
of  drawing approaches with a focus on 
observational drawing techniques. There is an 
emphasis on acquiring and applying drawing 
skills using a range of  drawing media and 
techniques.

T rangawaewae - A Place of  Belonging
Similar to the semester-long course, students 
start the course by looking at the genre of  
landscape art, specifically the M ori concept of  
t rangawaewae using materials such as pencil, 
conté stick, charcoal, paint, ink and multi-media 
work.

The Art of  Protest
This unit of  work gets the students to develop 
their critical thinking skills and select a topic 
that they research that is related to a protest 
movement of  their choice. The outcome is an 
artwork painted onto blank skateboard decks.

K penga – M ori net making
In this unit of  work, students learn the art of  
kupenga, which is the M ori tradition of  net 
making. Students look at the work of  Matthew 
McIntyre Wilson, a local M ori artist, for 
inspiration. This is a collaborative sculptural 
project where the groups arrive at a large-scale 
art installation that unpacks issues around 
sustainability, reusing materials and the fashion 
industry.
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Film

MYP Subject Group: Arts

What is this subject about?
From learning about Film, and how to create it, 
students have the chance to understand better 
the power of  film as a tool for expression and 
investigation. Imagery in film tells a story that 
immediately crosses cultural boundaries to 
speak in a universal language.

How will students be assessed?
Students will be assessed on their application 
of  the skills they develop in relation to 
cinematography and editing.

Where does this subject lead?
This subject allows students to begin to develop 
the core skills needed to follow Film through to 
Year 11 Film then either Year 12 and 13 NCEA 
studies or Film in the IB Diploma. This can then 
lead to tertiary studies and/or involvement in 
the film industry. 

What enrichment opportunities will there be?
Students will be encouraged to involve 
themselves in the co-curricular Film Club. There 
are also opportunities to be involved in the back-
stage effort for College events, such as Scots’ 
Got Talent as camera operator’s etcetera. There 
is also opportunity for individual extension in 
editing and sound engineering.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

(Stop-motion) Pattern and repetition can 
communicate motion
Students will learn the basics of  cinematography 
by creating their own stop-motion based story.

(Music video editing) Sequencing is 
important to communicate narrative 
Students will learn the basic concepts of  editing 
film.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

How can we express who we are through 
art?
Students will explore life at Scots College 
through the camera lens. Students will create a 
five minute long, ‘slice of  life’ expression of  their 
experiences at the College.

How can you make an audience want to 
experience an artwork
Students will collaborate with students from 
MYP Music and Art, to create a film trailer. 
Students will need to exhibit an understanding 
of  both genre, and conventions of  movie trailers.

Design & Visual Communication, Digital Technology 
and Materials Design Technology

MYP Subject Group: Design

What is this subject about?
As part of  the Middle Years Programme, Design 
challenges all students to:

• apply practical and creative thinking skills to 
solve design problems.

• explore the role of  design in both historical 
and contemporary contexts.

• consider their responsibilities when making 
design decisions and taking action.

The MYP uses the Design Cycle as a scaffold 
to structure inquiry, analyse problems, and find 
solutions.

How will students be assessed?
Each assessment follows the design cycle, 
requiring students to solve a problem in a given 
brief:

1. Describe the issue

2. Research related concepts

3. Generate initial ideas through freehand 
sketching

4. Identify and develop the strongest idea/s

5. Present the final design

6. Evaluate the success design against the brief

Where does this subject lead?
In the senior school Scots offers full year 
NCEA Graphics/DVC and Product Design & 
Construction Technology at Years 11, 12 and 
13, where students broaden their repertoire of  
techniques to tackle increasingly challenging 
design problems. NCEA Digital Technology 
courses at Years 11, 12 and 13 build upon the 
fundamental ideas explored during Years 7-10 
Digital Technology . The focus moves away 
from physical projects to digital ones, including; 
Web Design, Programming, 3D Modelling and 
Information Technology.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
Students are encouraged to extend the 
complexity and refinement of  their design 
projects as far as time allows. Prototyping tools 
such as the 3D printer and laser cutter are 
available for students who wish to make and test 
their ideas. 
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YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE
Students are introduced to the world of  design 
and will be taught basic drawing techniques 
that enable them to express their design ideas 
through visual communication. Students will 
follow the design cycle to produce an outcome 
to design scenarios that involves the use of  hand 
drawn and computer generated designs. They 
will develop an understanding of  how to use 
computer controlled programming to develop 
a design that will be manufactured on the 3D 
printer.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE
Students will develop their design skills by 
learning 2D and 3D drawing techniques and 
rendering skills through the study of  two major 
projects based on spatial and product design 
tasks. For the spatial design task, students 
will study architectural layout by designing 
an Alpine hut for a specific function. This will 
involve students learning how to draw in 2 point 
perspective, render buildings to show materials 
and light direction and how to use 3D digital 
design programmes to create a fully rendered 
interior design. For their product design, they 
will be introduced to ergonomic design through 
the task of  designing a drink bottle for a chosen 
target market.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE
Students will further develop their design skills 
by learning 2D and 3D design techniques. 
Students will study the world of  space travel and 
research the function and designs of  a variety 
of  different space craft. After researching how 
rockets work, students will create a range of  
hand drawn design concepts and then continue 
to produce more ideas on 3D digital drawing 
design software. Once they have developed their 
designs, they will then make a scale model on 
a laser resin printer and then collaboratively 
produce an exhibition to showcase their 
collective designs. Finally they will evaluate their 
learning styles and methods of  working as well 
as the quality of  their design.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE 
Students will apply the design cycle to two major 
projects, covering areas such as architecture, 
product, and graphic design. Freehand sketching 
techniques are refined and idea generation 
techniques are introduced to enable students 
to explore a wide range of  potential outcomes. 
Computer aided design skills are extended to 
allow students to effectively communicate and 
test their ideas. Students will develop ideas using 
advanced 2D and 3D drawing and modelling 
techniques and will develop the skills and 
knowledge to thoroughly prepare them for  
Year 11.

Design & Visual Communication

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE  
(FULL YEAR)
Students will apply the design cycle to two major 
projects, covering areas such as architecture, 
product, and graphic design. Freehand sketching 
techniques are refined and idea generation 
techniques are introduced to enable students 
to explore a wide range of  potential outcomes. 
Computer aided design skills are extended 
to allow students to effectively communicate 
and test their ideas. In choosing a full year 
programme, students are offered an opportunity 
to extend their breadth of  understanding and 
build a foundation of  practical skills in order to 
confidently transition into Design and Visual 
Communication at Year 11.
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YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE
The Year 7 course introduces students to the 
fundamentals of  computational thinking, digital 
innovation and the MYP design cycle. The 
semester is split over two projects:

Robotics and Post Conflict Hazards
Students will use design thinking to create 
robotic solutions for a post conflict global 
community For example, students could look at 
how landmines continue to affect people long 
after war has ceased. Students will also learn 
how to code their robots to move autonomously 
through a complex course.

Imagining a Sustainable Future
Students will be given a series of  STEM 
challenges to undertake. Each challenge will be 
comprised of  computational and critical thinking, 
and hands-on digital design components. 
Students will work independently and be guided 
by their deeper understanding of  the MYP 
design cycle.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE
The Year 8 course provides students with a 
deeper understanding of  computational thinking, 
digital innovation and the MYP design cycle. The 
semester is split over two projects:

Rescue Me!
Students will design and create robotic solutions 
to assist in search and rescue operations. 
Students will research and draw inspiration from 
current technology in a range of  hazardous 
situations such as mining disasters, earthquake 
zones and urban conditions. Students will 
also learn how to code their robots to move 
autonomously through an obstacle course based 
on the situation that they have chosen. Along 
with the use of  Lego Mindstorms equipment 
students will have access to a 3D printer in the 
classroom to further customize their designs.

Good Game
Students will learn to use a range of  coding 
techniques to enable them to design, create and 
test a multi-level game for a specific audience. 
They will learn more about aspects of  digital 
design and the role that research, and human 
computer interaction plays in this field.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE
The Year 9 builds further on the principles of  
computational thinking, design thinking and their 
role in digital innovation. Students will continue 
to use the framework of  the MYP design cycle. 
The semester is split over two projects:

There’s an app for that
Students will explore more complex 
programming concepts and apply them to 
create an application around a topic of  personal 
significance. They will research their chosen 
topic and develop a focused inquiry into their 
target audience. After creating their app, they 
will design a test plan for their users in order to 
get specific feedback on the usability of  their 
solution.

Autonomous Vehicles
Students will research the development of  
autonomous vehicles and analyse them from a 
road safety viewpoint and as an application of  
the Internet of  Things. They will then use the 
result of  their research to design an autonomous 
vehicle to complete a course with a variety of  
test points and obstacles.

Students work with a far greater degree of  
independence in all aspects of  this development.

Along with the use of  Lego Mindstorms 
equipment students will have access to a 3D 
printer and electronics components in the 
classroom to allow them to customize their 
designs.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE 
This Year 10 Digital Technology course is a half  
year subject that focuses on key areas of  digital 
design. This course gives students a foundation 
for senior digital technology and computer 
science options in the future.

Big Data
Students will learn about the fundamentals of  
Big Data and the impact that these concepts 
have for them personally and in the area of  
digital design. They will investigate and present 
the uses and effects of  Big Data in a sector of  
the community, for example, in business, health 
services, marketing and social media.

Web Design
This topic explores practical HTML coding skills 
and how humans interacts with information in a 
digital environment. The outcome of  this project 
will be a multipage website for a given event.

Programming
Students will learn how to code using Python 
and will develop an application that will have a 
practical use in their community.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE  
(FULL YEAR)
This full year Digital Technology course offers a 
range of  experiences using digital design tools. 
The course is designed to give students an in-
depth introduction to senior digital technology 
and computer science options in the future.

Big Data
Students will learn about the fundamentals of  
Big Data and the impact that this has on the 
individual, business and service organizations 
and on society as a whole. They will investigate 
and present their findings on the uses and effects 
of  Big Data in a sector of  the community, for 
example, in business, health services, marketing 
and social media.

Digital Technology

Web Design
This topic explores practical HTML coding skills 
and how humans interacts with information in a 
digital environment. The outcome of  this project 
will be a multipage website for a given event.

Programming
Students will learn how to code using Python 
and will develop an application that will have a 
practical use in their community.

Passion Project
Students will choose an aspect of  digital 
technology and develop an individual project 
based around the application of  digital 
technology to solve a problem. They will use 
the MYP design cycle to guide them during 
development and then pitch their product to a 
panel of  experts.
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Humanities

MYP Subject Group:  
Individuals and Societies

What is this subject about?
‘The social sciences learning area is about how 
societies work and how people can participate 
as critical, active, informed, and responsible 
citizens.’ (The New Zealand Curriculum, 2007) 

Humanities, above all, is about people, and the 
ways they interact with each other, with society, 
and with the world they live in. By studying 
Humanities, students will become critical 
thinkers and communicators. They will be able 
to assess and analyse information, and identify 
and respond to unfair situations, problems, 
and challenges. They will also become caring, 
engaged, international minded individuals who 
engage with societal issues, and are aware of  
their impact on the world.

How will students be assessed?
Humanities students are able to demonstrate 
mastery of  content and conceptual knowledge, 
independent inquiry and research skills, 
communication in a variety of  formats and using 
different technologies, and critical thinking. They 
learn to consider different perspectives, and the 
changes that occur over time.

They will conduct investigations, interpret 
a range of  sources, debate, write essays, 
create Powerpoints, Prezis, and podcasts, give 
speeches, and complete peer assessments and 
self  reflections.

Where does this subject lead?
Humanities is a core compulsory subject in the 
Middle School. In the Senior School it splits into 
a wide range of  subjects that students can take 
individually or in combination. These include:

Year 11: Humanities (Full Year); Classical 
Studies, History, or Geography (Semester); 
Humanities in the News or Humanities in Arts 
and Culture (Semester).

Year 12 and 13 NCEA: Classical Studies, History, 
Geography, or Tourism.

Year 12 and 13 IB: Classical Greek and Roman 
Studies, History, Geography, Psychology, or 
Environmental Systems and Societies.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
The Humanities department supports Middle 
School students to participate in a range of  
external events and competitions such as Model 
United Nations, Climate Change Wellington, 
Create One World, Change Makers, and 
various speech competitions (eg Race Unity, 
Commonwealth, Baha’i).

At school we run an essay competition, an inter-
class quiz, and from 2022 interested Humanities 
students will work together to create and 
publish a termly magazine for Scots students. All 
students also undertake an inter-disciplinary unit 
alongside their classroom studies, connecting 
Humanities to another subject and using skills 
from both to solve a challenge.

Materials Design Technology

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE
Students will be introduced to the design cycle 
through a series of  projects. Projects can make 
use of  physical materials in the workshop as well 
design tools like Tinkercad. Students investigate 
through research and develop a physical 
outcome to meet their brief. Basic construction 
techniques are introduced working with both 
wood and plastic. There is a focus on accuracy 
of  measurement and application of  hand tools. 
Final outcomes are evaluated in order to judge 
the success against the brief.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE
Students will practice and apply the design cycle 
to their own design projects. Digital and practical 
skills are developed through their project. 
Students investigate an issue through researching 
and will consider a range of  possible solutions. 
Basic construction techniques including 
laser cutting and soldering are developed as 
pupils refine and execute their 3-dimensional 
product. Products require increased accuracy of  
measurement, joining and assembly using hand 
tools and some entry level workshop machinery 
with teachers’ support.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE
In year 9 students will practise and apply the 
design cycle to develop a well-made product. At 
this year level, students are developing digital 
design and planning skills as well as sound 
technical skills. They combine both digital and 
traditional manufacturing methods. They work 
with materials in the college workshop including 
the laser cutter. Students inform their ideas by 
reviewing stakeholders needs and feelings and 

by analysing existing products. Products require 
increased accuracy of  measurement, joining and 
assembly, using some hand tools and extending 
basic machine handling skills with guided 
practice. Students are learning to critically 
evaluate their outcomes against benchmark 
criteria so that they are fit for purpose.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE 
In Year 10, students will practise and apply the 
design cycle with greater independence in at 
least one core project. In this project students 
continue to develop and extend digital design 
and planning skills including CAD modelling and 
machining (laser cutting) as well as traditional 
use of  machinery and hand tools. Students will 
analyse existing products and trial and test by 
modelling to develop their outcomes. Students 
learn to frequently review each part of  their 
design and developing understanding of  trial and 
error as a key design thinking tool. Continued 
and increased levels of  technical accuracy are 
expected so that their product meets the needs 
of  the brief  and stakeholders.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE  
(FULL YEAR)
In the full year course, Year 10 students complete 
one core project (as previously described) 
and one other project which explores CAD/
CAM technologies in Computer Numerically 
Controlled design. This extends students’ future 
focused design skills. They will again, learn to 
address the needs of  a stakeholder and meet a 
minimum set of  specifications to evaluate their 
design against at the end.
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YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE

How do we read our Environment?
This topic is an inquiry into mapping 
conventions and how the universality of  maps 
connects people across time, place and space.

How and why should we remember the 
ANZACs?
This topic examines New Zealanders’ 
relationships with other nations during the 
Gallipoli campaign of  World War I. Students 
look at the process of  grief  and reconciliation as 
former enemies look to rebuild their worlds after 
conflict, and memorialise their losses. 

How does our Government work?
This unit is an inquiry into systems of  
government. It examines our own government as 
well as other governmental models from around 
the world.

How have explorers changed the world?
This unit examines explorers, their methods of  
discovery, and their achievements and impacts. 
Case studies will include Kupe, Magellan, and 
Columbus. It particularly focuses on societal, 
cultural, and technological changes associated 
with exploration.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE

How do people work for justice?
This unit focuses on justice and human rights. It 
examines the Atlantic slave trade as a case study, 
before shifting focus to contemporary issues like 
child labour and human trafficking.

How has disease changed the world?
This topic looks at the ways societies have 
reacted to outbreaks of  disease, and the ways 
that they have been changed as a result. It 
examines epidemics from the past, eg the 
Black Plague and the Spanish Flu, as well as 
contemporary diseases such as Malaria and 
Ebola, and now Covid-19.

How do we respond to natural disasters?
This topic is an inquiry into natural disasters 
and people’s responses to them. The context of  
study is New Zealand and the wider world, and 
in particular how the world is interconnected by 
such emergencies.

How do people live in extreme 
environments?
This topic examines extreme environments such 
as tropical rainforests, polar regions, and deserts. 
It investigates the societies and peoples who live 
there, and how they have adapted to survive in 
such extreme conditions.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

Conflict and Consequences
This semester long unit is a big picture 
exploration of  the causes, conduct, and 
consequences of  conflict for groups and 
individuals. Students will explore local and global 
interactions that lead to conflict, and a wide 
range of  consequences including social, political, 
economic, environmental, and cultural.

Environment and Innovation
This semester long unit explores contemporary 

challenges and opportunities, including climate 
change, sustainability, fairness and development, 
access to resources and markets, globalisation, 
and marginalisation of  countries and people. 
Students will consider issues facing the world 
today and tomorrow, and seek innovative 
solutions.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

Land and Civilisation
This semester long unit explores different 
approaches to land and resource use, the 
cultural values attached, and the construction 
of  societies and civilisations. Students will 
examine a range of  case studies from the 
ancient, contemporary, and indigenous worlds, 
and the ways environment, climate, geography, 
and access to resources helped shape cultures. 
They will also consider the impact of  global 
interactions, including colonialism, imperialism, 
and conflicting land use.

Rules, Rights, and Resistance
This semester long unit explores the systems 
of  government and law under which societies 
operate, the ways in which groups and 
individuals can be deprived of  their rights under 
those systems, and the ways in which they can 
work to address these inequities and access the 
full rights and responsibilities of  citizenship. 
Students will examine a range of  case studies 
including suffrage, segregation, and religious and 
cultural discrimination. They will explore various 
struggles for civil and political rights, and also 
consider the ways in which long term injustice 
can continue to have an impact on society.
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Business Studies

MYP Subject Group:  
Individuals and Societies

What is this subject about?
‘MYP Individuals and Societies encourages 
learners to respect and understand the 
world around them and equips them with 
the necessary skills to inquire into historical, 
contemporary, geographical, political, social, 
economic, religious, technological and cultural 
factors that have an impact on individuals 
societies and environments.’ (MYP Individuals 
and Societies Guide, 2014/2015). 

Students explore the choices, resources and 
processes that are available to communities 
whilst engaging with the financial literacy 
concepts of  economic scarcity, income and 
budgeting, and saving. 

How will students be assessed?
There are a range of  formats of  assessment 
tasks including creation of  a family budget, 
development of  a report comparing holiday 
destination costs, and analysis of  different 
stakeholder perspectives to a change proposal. 
Research and investigation forms an important 
part of  all assessment tasks.

Where does this subject lead?
This subject leads to Year 10 Enterprise Studies. 
It also provides a background which is useful 
in all aspects of  working and personal life. 
The theoretical aspect leads towards Year 11 
Commerce subjects which can then open up the 
opportunity to take NCEA Level 2 Economics 
and/or NCEA Level 2 Business Studies, or 
IB Business and Management and/or IB 
Economics.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?

• SavY Financial Literacy workshops

• Field trip to Shelley Bay development 

• Online budgeting simulation through Banqer

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

How do communities manage sustainable 
economic choices?
This unit of  work is an inquiry into considering 
perspectives of  household, producers, 
communities and government to assist in 
economic decisions. Students investigate a 
proposed change to an area of  Wellington 
including the positive and negative impacts any 
change would have on different stakeholders. 
Students examine and appreciate the 
perspectives of  different groups impacted by 
change.

Managing financial systems and processes
This topic encourages students to inquire into 
budgeting and its impact on varying levels of  
income, wants and needs. “Students examine 
how individuals families can prepare for their 
future quality of  life by their present day saving 
decisions.”

Enterprise Studies

MYP Subject Group:  
Individuals and Societies

What is this subject about?
‘MYP Individuals and Societies encourages 
learners to respect and understand the world 
around them and equips them with the necessary 
skills to inquire into historical, contemporary, 
geographical, political, social, economic, 
religious, technological and cultural factors that 
have an impact on individuals societies and 
environments.’ (MYP Individuals and Societies 
Guide, 2014/2015). 

Students engage in the research process about 
how businesses create solutions to cater 
for community needs, and make marketing 
decisions. An emphasis on evaluating viewpoints 
and the impacts of  these solutions allows 
students to recognise the challenges faced by 
modern day entrepreneurs.

How will students be assessed?
There are a range of  assessment tasks: Students 
engage in the research process of  modifying and 
existing product to meet community needs. As 
part of  the product unit, students are required 
to present an action plan, provide evidence of  
research and reflect on the research process 
that they followed. As part of  the marketing 
unit, students will be assessed on research into 
a local tourism business and the marketing 
strategies adopted by the organisation that allow 
them to stay relevant in a global community. 
Their findings will be presented in the written 
presentation format. 

Where does this subject lead?
This subject leads to Year 11 Commerce 
subjects, which can then open up the opportunity 
to take NCEA Level 2 Economics and/or NCEA 
Level 2 Business Studies, or IB Business and 
Management and/or IB Economics. It also 
provides for valuable entrepreneurial skills and 
knowledge for young people who will contribute 
towards New Zealand’s economic future.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?

• Local business owner presentation

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

How does this product satisfy the needs of  
my community?
This unit of  work is an inquiry into creating 
and evaluating products which manage societal 
needs.

How can I market my message? 
This unit of  work is an inquiry into how 
marketing strategies help organisations remain 
competitive in a global market. Students engage 
in the entire marketing process by evaluating an 
adventure-based tourism business utilising the 4 
P’s of  marketing.
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English

MYP Subject Group:  
Language and Literature

What is this subject about?
‘Students will develop an appreciation of  the 
nature of  language and literature, of  the many 
influences on language and literature, and of  
its power and beauty. They will be encouraged 
to recognise that proficiency in language 
is a powerful tool for communication in all 
societies. Furthermore, language and literature 
incorporates creative processes and encourages 
the development of  imagination and creativity 
through self-expression.’ (MYP Guide, 2014).

How will students be assessed?
There are a range of  assessment task formats 
including creative writing, speeches, essay 
writing, film analysis, writing and responding 
to poetry and collaborative multi-media 
presentations.

Where does this subject lead?
English is a compulsory subject through to Year 
12 NCEA and in both years of  the IB Diploma. 
English is an option for Year 13 NCEA students. 

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?

• Debating 

• ICAS – Spelling competitions 

• STRIPES Reading Awards 

• NZ and Scots College Spelling Bee 

• Scots Collegians Speech Competition 

• Visiting Authors 

• Writers Conferences 

• Writing Competitions 

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE 
Stepping Forward Bravely

My Toolbox
Term One’s focus is developing the skills of  
communication – handwriting, reading for 
understanding (including our Guided Reading 
Programme for selected students who need 
extra support), spelling, grammar, punctuation, 
listening and organisational skills.

The Power of  Words
An ongoing focus for the year is developing the 
students’ ability to write in a range of  genre such 
as formal paragraph writing, thank you letters, 
descriptive, persuasive, creative, narrative, 
dialogue and opinion based writing.

Once. Now
This unit is based on the outstanding novel Once 
by award winning Australian novelist, Morris 
Gleitzman. We explore the plight of  refugee 
children during the Second World War and the 
experience of  Syrian refugee children today. In 
particular we focus on what the experiences of  
these children can teach us about building the 
resilience needed to cope with adversity.

Poetry is Power
The focus of  this unit is poetry in its many 
different forms. The students analyse poetry, 
write poetry and recite poetry culminating in 
the Middle School English Poetry and Speech 
evening for finalists and their families.

What a Hero!
The role of  superheroes from classical times to 
Marvel creations is the focus of  this unit which 
explores how these figures achieve justice and 
right the wrongs. The unit includes a film study, 
creative writing and reading for understanding.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE 
Choose Kind

Write Right
An ongoing focus for the year is developing the 
students’ ability to write in a range of  genre 
such as formal writing, descriptive, persuasive, 
creative, narrative, dialogue and opinion based 
writing. We focus on spelling, grammar and 
punctuation and reading for understanding. 
Students requiring extra support will participate 
in our Guided Reading Programme.

Wonder
RJ Palacio’s best-selling and award winning 
novel is used to explore how our identity and 
feelings are influenced by how our classmates, 
other students at school and the adults in our life 
treat us. We will also consider how our treatment 
of  others impacts on them.

We will also examine different perspective 
points-of-view and improve our ability to 
empathise with others. We will develop our 
ability to understand what we read and how RJ 
Palacio shares her messages. We will also learn 
lots about the mechanics of  the English language 
and we will use these skills to do a range of  
different writing tasks. Some of  you may have 
read Wonder before. That’s great! We are going 
to be reading it with a different focus and in a 
very-indepth way so having read it already is not 
a problem. If  you haven’t yet read this amazing 
book, we promise you, you will love it! We also 
complete an analysis of  the movie version of  this 
great novel.

Unless
This unit uses documentaries, short stories and 
non-fiction extracts to explore the impact of  
people on the world, both positive and negative. 
The students learn about the verbal and non-
verbal techniques of  persuasive speeches and 

craft and deliver their own about an issue of  
concern to them. Finalists perform in the Middle 
School Speech and Poetry evening.

The Good Ol’ Days
‘Old school’ radio plays are the basis of  this unit. 
The students learn about the techniques used to 
write and present ‘radio’ narratives for children 
and work in groups to create their own story.

These are recorded in our recording studio and 
shared with Junior School audiences.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE 
Change here

Talking Without Being Interrupted
This unit focuses on writing in its many and 
varied forms and the fundamental skills required 
to communicate effectively. The students will 
experiment with a range of  genre and we focus 
on the mechanics of  writing such as spelling, 
grammar and punctuation. We use reading to 
inspire crafted and engaging writing and students 
requiring extra support will participate in our 
Guided Reading Programme.

Reading Log
This year long unit is built around our emphasis 
on daily reading for Homework because of  its 
fundamental role in developing the literacy skills 
required to succeed in all subjects. The students 
choose a variety of  texts to analyse and respond 
to.

I am my past, my present and my future
Extracts from the autobiographies and 
biographies of  famous people form the basis of  
this unit which culminates in the students writing 
their own series of  personal memoirs and the 
first chapter of  their autobiography written when 
they are famous and 40!
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Important Life Lessons
In this unit we explore some important lessons 
– lessons for life. This unit focuses on ‘big’ 
lessons – things we learn to help us make our 
way in life successfully. We start off  by focussing 
on the importance of  learning to read and 
follow instructions! We take a very practical 
approach to this important life skill, and we 
work on effective listening, and giving effective 
instructions to others.

We will also think about the lessons we have 
learnt from our whanau. Our parents and 
grandparents, for example, have taught us 
many important practical lessons but also many 
important lessons about what really matters in 
life and how we should live our life.

We look at the techniques writers and speakers 
use to effectively communicate their ideas to an 
audience and each student shares an important 
lesson they have learnt in a speech to the class.

The Other Side of  the Fence
In this unit we use John Boyne’s novel The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas as a starting point to explore 
attitudes linked to the idea, ‘the other side of  
the fence.’ We will consider how our perspective 
influences the way we perceive and therefore 
connect with others, and how this attitude has 
influenced the way people connect throughout 
history, and in our own communities today.

We will explore the ‘other side of  the fence’ 
concept by considering how Boyne creates two 
very engaging students who, despite completely 
different perspectives, develop a strong 
connection. We will develop our ability to create 
the voice of  credible characters and we will 
explore Boyne’s purpose and consider his closing 
statement, ‘Of course all this happened a long time 
ago and nothing like that could ever happen again.’ 

We will learn about how creators communicate 
powerful messages visually, and we will use 
what we learn to share our own message 
about perspectives and connections within our 
College community. We complete this unit by 
undertaking a critical analysis of  the film JoJo 
Rabbit.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE 
Change here

Reading Log
This year long unit is built around our emphasis 
on daily reading for Homework because of  its 
fundamental role in developing the literacy skills 
required to succeed in all subjects. The students 
choose a variety of  texts to analyse and respond to.

We Will Remember Them
The poetry of  World War One is the basis of  
this unit which explores the change in attitude 
which resulted from the reality of  this experience 
compared to the propaganda associated with 
enlistment. Local exhibitions at Te Papa and the 
National War Memorial Museum further inform 
the students’ understanding.

Conflict
The role of  conflict in our lives and in literature 
is explored through short story reading, analysis 
and writing. Emphasis is placed on successfully 
resolving conflict.

Identity
In this unit we learn about how our perception 
of  our self  is formed by our interactions and 
experiences.

Each student chooses one of  six novels:

Ghost by Jason Reynolds, The Crossover by 
Kwame Alexander, My Brother’s Name is Jessica 
by John Boyne, Dear Martin by Nic Stone, Living 

on Hope Street by Demet Divaoren, The Hate You 
Give by Angie Thomas

Students work in a group to explore the key 
themes of  the text and consider what ideas the 
writer is conveying about identity and how it is 
formed. We look at the techniques writers use 
to make us care about characters and to convey 
powerful messages and we also learn about the 
importance of  empathy and the value of  viewing 
the world from different perspectives

Risk and Opportunities
This unit explores the risks and opportunities 
provided by scientific and technological 
innovations. We explore a range of  contentious 
and ethical issues and focus on report writing, 
opinion writing and debating. The unit culminates 
in the students presenting a speech on an issue 
they have researched and finalists participate in 
the Middle School Speech and Poetry evening.

For Love or Money
Danny Boyle’s movie Slumdog Millionaire is the 
focus of  this unit. Close analysis of  this visual 
text is centred around the impact of  inequality 
and hardship on characters’ choices and values. 
The students final task prepares them for the 
requirements of  Year 11 assessments.
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Chinese, French, Spanish, Te Reo Maori  
and English Language B

MYP Subject Group:  
Language Acquisition

What is this subject about?
Learning to speak another’s language means 
taking one’s place in the human community. It 
means reaching out to others across cultural 
and linguistic boundaries. Language is far more 
than a system to be explained. It is our most 
important link to the world around us. Language 
is culture in motion. It is people interacting 
with people.” MYP Language Acquisition Guide 
(2015)

The study of  additional languages in the MYP 
provides students with the opportunity to 
develop insights into the features, processes and 
craft of  language and the concept of  culture, and 
to realize that there are diverse ways of  living, 
behaving and viewing the world. 

The Phases
Teaching and learning in the language 
acquisition subject group is organized in six 
phases. The phases do not correspond to 
particular age groups or MYP years. When 
planning the language acquisition curriculum, 
teachers decide the most suitable phase in 
which to place individual students or a group 
of  students, as informed by the achievable exit 
point for the students and the language learning 
pathways available to the students.

How will students be assessed?
There are a range of  assessment tasks across 
the 4 skills: Listening, Reading, Speaking 
and Writing. Students will be exposed to the 
language in a variety of  formats such as: letter, 
speech, newspaper article, role-play, blog, email, 
conversation.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
In class: 

• Often, MS classes will be mixed phases to 
provide further challenge or support where 
needed.

• The Mandarin Language assistant also takes 
small conversation groups. 

Outside of  class: 

•  Reading books and comics in the different 
language B subjects are available in the library 
and in Language classrooms.

•  All students are entered into the annual 
Language Perfect World championships. 

•  Confucius Institute workshops held regularly 
throughout the year. 

•  Students are given the opportunity to sit the 
DELF & HSK exams. 

•  Language weeks are celebrated throughout 
the year to encourage and promote our rich 
diversity.

•  Year 9 & 10 French trip to Noumea (when 
possible)

COURSE OUTLINE YEAR 7
Students are given an initial taste of  the language 
and cultures of  the countries where these 
languages are spoken in Semester 1. Towards the 
end of  Semester 1 they will select the language 
they will continue with for the remainder of  the 
MYP programme.

Course Outline for MYP1  
(Year 7 & 9 Beginners)

Introductions
This unit examines how different cultures 
possess different customs and ways they 
introduce themselves.

Our identity
This unit examines how language, culture and 
family shape our identity.

My hobbies
Students will reflect on their lifestyle and hobbies 
in New Zealand and compare with a typical 
lifestyle of  a student in the Target Language 
country. They will find out the common things 
they share. 

Course Outline for MYP2  
(Year 8 & Year 10 Beginners)

Celebrations and Traditions
This unit looks at the different festivals and 
celebrations of  the Target Language country. 
Pupils will get a chance to be creative and create 
their own festival based on the culture and 
history they have learnt about. 

Food
What is an empanada, escargot and Moon cake? 
Pupils find out in this unit. There may even be 
some delicacies to try!

School
How does school life vary from country to 
country? What subjects are taught and how 
are they taught? Pupils will explore how the 
education system differs to New Zealand. 

CHINESE YEAR 8 - 10

Where does this subject lead?
In Year 11 students can opt for Chinese. In Year 
12 students can choose to continue to NCEA 
Level 2 and 3 Chinese or IB Diploma.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?

• Chinese Bridge Competition

• Exchange with Beijing National Day School

• Possibility to sit HSK exams

• Chinese Essay Writing Competition

• Education Perfect World Series competition 

• Tutoring with the Mandarin Language 
Assistant 

FRENCH YEAR 8-10

Where does this subject lead?
In Year 11 students can opt for French. In Year 
12 students can choose to continue to NCEA 
Level 2 and 3 French or IB Diploma.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?

• Education Perfect World Series competition

• Opportunity to sit DELF exams 

SPANISH YEAR 8-10

Where does this subject lead?
In Year 11 students can opt for Spanish. In Year 
12 students can choose to continue to NCEA 
Level 2 and 3 Spanish or IB Diploma.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?

• Education Perfect World Series competition 

• Exchange students from Mackay School in 
Chile to visit Scots (when possible)
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TE REO MAORI YEAR 8-10

Where does this subject lead?
An NCEA pathway for Te Reo M ori will be 
introduced for students studying the language in 
the MYP programme.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?

• Education Perfect World Series competition

• Authentic learning of  te reo M ori me na 
tikanga through the MAPS group

Course Outline for MYP3 (Year 9)

House and home
Students will understand that in different cultures 
there are differences between peoples’ home 
lives and routines depending on the culture and/ 
or geography. 

My city and town
Students will look at how cities are different and 
the geography of  the target language country.

Travel and Customs
Students will examine the differences in the 
procedure of  planning a trip in New Zealand 
to that of  target language country and that 
understanding of  foreign customs is important 
when travelling overseas.

Course Outline for MYP4  
(Year 10)

My life as a teenager
The students will understand more about their 
own identity and understand how their identity 
is shaped by the influence of  relationships and 
connections with others.

Making a living
Students will examine the differences between 
attitudes to work and employment in their own 
country and those in target language country.

The environment 
Students get the chance to engage with content 
related to the environment and sustainability 
through an intercultural perspective.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE B

What is this subject about?
The MYP Language B English course helps 
ESOL students to use the English language 
effectively through the study of  global 
Humanities topics. 

Pupils with limited English will follow an 
English B course and develop the same skills 
as other Language students. A variety of  topics 
will include: Slavery, Whaling, The Anzacs, 
Governments, and Natural disasters.

Assessment

Criterion A: Listening 
Pupils develop their active and passive listening 
skills and understanding how visual prompts can 
infer meaning. 

Criterion B: Reading 
Pupils learn that it’s not just written text that 
conveys meaning; they will look at how purpose, 
audience and layout can change affect the final 
product. 

Criterion C: Speaking
Pupils will learn to negotiate ideas and 
knowledge through authentic interactive 
activities.

Criterion D: Writing 
Productive skills will be developed using formal 
and informal register to show competencies in 
exchanging and presenting of  ideas.

Mathematics

MYP Subject Group:  
Mathematics

What is this subject about?
The study of  mathematics is a fundamental part 
of  a balanced education. It promotes a powerful 
universal language, analytical reasoning and 
problem-solving skills that contribute to the 
development of  logical, abstract and critical 
thinking. Mathematics can help make sense 
of  the world and allows phenomena to be 
described in precise terms. It also promotes 
careful analysis and the search for patterns and 
relationships, skills necessary for success both 
inside and outside of  the classroom.

Studying mathematics is more than simply 
learning formulae or techniques. Students should 
not have the impression that all of  the answers 
can be found in a book but, rather, that they can 
be active participants in the search for concepts 
and relationships. In that light, mathematics 
becomes a subject that is alive with the thrill of  
exploration and the rewards of  discovery. At 
the same time, that new knowledge may then 
be applied to other situations, opening up even 
more doors for students. 

Mathematics promotes both inquiry and 
application, helping students to develop 
problem-solving techniques that transcend 
the discipline and that are useful in the world 
outside school. Students learn how to represent 
information, to explore and model situations, 
and to find solutions to familiar and unfamiliar 
problems. 

How will students be assessed?
Students will be assessed through formative 
methods such as class discussions, class 
work, homework and mini-projects, as well 
as summative methods such as class tests, 
presentations and projects.

Where does this subject lead?
Mathematics is compulsory in Year 11, with 
two separate courses available. Mathematics is 
also compulsory for Year 12 NCEA. Students 
choose to study either Mathematics or Statistics. 
Mathematics at Year 12 becomes Year 13 
Calculus, whilst Statistics carries on as Year 
13 Statistics. IB Diploma students can choose 
between two courses of  study.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
In class: There are a wide variety of  extension 
and enrichment opportunities available within 
lessons, including more challenging problems 
and resources, applying knowledge to unfamiliar 
scenarios, additional topics, problem solving 
and preparation for mathematics competitions. 
All Year 7 & 8 students participate in the Otago 
Problem Challenge and all Year 7-10 students 
participate in the CEM Kiwi Mathematics 
Competition and the Bebras Computational 
Thinking Competition.

Outside of  class: There are various opportunities 
for students to participate in mathematics 
competitions and apply their mathematical and 
problem solving skills, in addition to those that 
are compulsory for all students. These include:

•  Junior Mathematics Competition

•  Australian Mathematics Competition

•  Mathswell

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE

Numbers are everywhere!
Students will review number operations and 
learn how to use patterns to solve perplexing 
problems. Students extend their knowledge of  
numbers by working with factors, multiples, 
prime numbers, decimals, order of  operations, 
directed numbers, fractions and proportion. 
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The culminating activity involves students 
investigating different phone plans to determine 
the options which offer the best value for money.

The truth according to statistics 
As well as looking at statistical diagrams and 
calculations, students will be introduced to 
elements of  probability, including the likelihood 
of  events and exploring what ‘random’ means. 
They will use a computer simulation to 
explore a ‘random walk’ experiment, and make 
conclusions.

Grand designs
Students will learn about perimeter, area and 
volume of  various shapes and figures. They will 
use these skills to perform calculations involved 
in the design of  a house and consider how they 
can introduce different ideas to make the design 
more eco-friendly.

Code breakers
Students will be introduced to the concepts 
of  algebra, and in particular patterns and 
sequences. They will consider the topic of  code 
breaking and will be asked to break a series of  
codes and encode a secret message of  their own.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE

Business savvy
Students will review number properties and 
operations. The culminating activity requires 
them to create a budget for a gala or picnic stall, 
such as a sausage sizzle.

Seeing patterns
Students will learn the basic rules of  algebra, 
and examine how changing one quantity can 
change other quantities in a predictable way. 
As a culminating activity, they will be asked to 
investigate various patterns involving figures 
built from increasing quantities of  cubes.

Geometric artistry & construction
Students will be introduced to classical geometry, 
including constructions of  shapes using only a 
compass and straight-edge. They will be asked to 
create a piece of  art by constructing shapes and 
using geometric transformations.

We need a fairer world
Students will learn about fractions, decimals, 
and percentages, with increasing complexity. 
They will be asked to use these skills to compare 
health and well-being measures across various 
developing countries.

Mathematics-Science IDU – Outbreak!
In this interdisciplinary unit taught 
simultaneously by both the Mathematics and 
Science departments, students will learn about 
how diseases exist and spread, including using 
the idea of  exponential growth, mathematical 
modelling and the importance of  vaccination.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

Can we choose the best option?
Students will review number properties and 
extend their learning of  fractions, decimals and 
percentages. They are asked to use these skills 
to compare various snack bars to determine the 
healthiest option.

Why so many rules?
Students will extend their skills with algebra, 
with emphasis on solving equations, exploring 
sequences and graphing relationships between 
two variables. 

Statistics can change the world
Students learn further statistics, with emphasis 
on data collection methods and possible sources 
of  bias. They are asked to complete a survey 
about a topic important to them, and report on 

their findings. Students continue to develop their 
understanding of  probability, with emphasis on 
evaluating risk by using probability methods such 
as tree diagrams.

There are letters everywhere
Students learn the rules of  algebraic 
manipulation when operating with symbols like x 
or y, and develop an understanding of  arithmetic 
in general, including indices and brackets.

Students are introduced to more complicated 
algebraic equations, and are encouraged to solve 
them by carrying out a series of  small steps that 
simplify them. The culminating activity of  this 
unit investigates numerical relationships within 
a number grid and uses algebra to explain why 
such relationships exist.

Getting from A to B
Students will explore angles rules and bearings. 
They will also extend their knowledge of  time 
and space, and are asked to produce a report 
detailing how they would mobilise assistance 
worldwide in response to a natural disaster.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

Patterns are everywhere
Students will review number and algebra 
properties, including exploring sequences. 
Students will extend their understanding of  
solving equations and develop their ability to 
model everyday situations using equations to 
solve problems. The culminating activity will 
investigate sequences within a mathematical 
puzzle and find rules that generalise them.

Kicking into shape
Students will learn about finding unknown 
sides and angles in right-angled triangles using 
trigonometry. They will examine in detail, four 

transformations: rotation, reflection, translation, 
and enlargement and will use them to design a 
logo. 

Cash strapped
Students will examine fractions, decimals, and 
percentages, with a focus on financial literacy 
and compound interest. Working collaboratively 
in groups, they will produce a report comparing 
the best options for repaying a small loan.

Prove it!
Students will develop skills in expanding and 
factorising quadratic expressions. They will also 
develop for themselves the concept of  algebraic 
proof  when examining a previous investigation 
from an alternative perspective. Students 
will also explore the ways in which algebraic 
equations can be graphed, with a particular focus 
on quadratics, and how these produce parabolas.

Let’s save the environment
Students will learn about length, area, and 
volume of  increasingly complex shapes and 
figures. They will consider different options to 
minimise wasted resources in packaging and to 
maximise effective use.
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PE & Health

MYP Subject Group:  
Physical and Health Education

What is this subject about?
‘The physical and health education learning area 
getting students to develop the knowledge, skills, 
attitudes, and motivation to make informed 
decisions and to act in ways that contribute to 
their personal wellbeing, the wellbeing of  other 
people, and that of  society as a whole. (The New 
Zealand Curriculum, 2007)

MYP Physical and Health Education aims 
to empower students to understand and 
appreciate the value of  being physically active 
and develop the motivation for making healthy 
life choices. To this end, physical and health 
education courses foster the development 
of  knowledge, skills and attitudes that will 
contribute to a student’s balanced and healthy 
lifestyle. The course promotes the holistic nature 
of  well-being. Students engaged in physical 
and health education will explore a variety 
of  concepts that help foster an awareness of  
physical development and health perspectives, 
empowering them to make informed decisions 
and promoting positive social interaction.

Health is currently actively taught at Years 7-10 
with major topic themes being about safety 
from an informed position. It has been coined 
the ‘Good Person Project’ (GPP) as we are 
wanting the young students to be able to make 

responsible decisions for themselves with the 
knowledge that these decisions do affect others. 
Topics include:

• Sexuality & Relationships 

• Hauora 

• Exploring emotions

• Vaping & Alcohol

• Legal and illegal Drugs

• Food and nutrition

• Mental Fitness

How will students be assessed?
There are three main formats of  assessment 
tasks: 

1. Practical skills assessments

2. Theory applications (through student 
workbook sheets)

3. Teacher observations.

Where does this subject lead?
In Year 11-13 students can opt for Physical 
Education as a subject.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
In class: Student coaching/mentoring, skill 
analysis – video, personal training programme 
(Year 10)

Outside of  class: Weet-Bix TRYathlon, House 
competitions, Interzone competitions

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE

Practicals undertaken:

• Fitness Studies

• Athletics – Run, Jump and Throw

• Two-Handed Striking Skills – Softball and 
Cricket

• One-Handed Striking Skills – Badminton

• Large Ball Skills – Football and Touch Rugby

• Gymnastics and Foreign/NZ Games

Examples: 

Components of  fitness influence my health 
and wellbeing and ability to skilfully 
execute a range of  skills.
This topic gets students to evaluate personal 
fitness levels and set challenging goals for the 
future to enable a ‘fitness for life’ attitude to be 
created. Identification of  the fitness component 
of  ‘power’ and how this influences jumping 
activities.

Practical Modules: Fitness testing and Athletics

Athletes spend too much time arguing 
which can negatively impact on roles 
within a team; in real life how can we solve 
problems positively?
This topic actively encourages students to look 
at roles within teams and explore the process of  
conflict resolution.

Practical Modules: Football and Touch Rugby

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE

Practicals undertaken:

• Fitness Studies and Orienteering

• Athletics – Run, Jump, Throw Two-Handed 
Striking Skills – Softball, Cricket and Hockey

• One-Handed Striking Skills – Tennis

• Large Ball Skills – Basketball and Touch 
Rugby

• Gymnastics and Foreign/NZ Games

Examples: 

Hitting a ball is about timing and 
sequencing which can give a player a 
strategic advantage.
This topic gets students to evaluate the benefits 
of  when to use the correct skill strategy to 
a given situation, while developing systems 
of  positive communication to help facilitate 
successful team play. Investigation on whether 
or not competition brings out the best or worst 
in people.

Practical Module: THSS – Softball, Cricket, 
Hockey and Tennis

Influences on sporting involvement and 
how good you can become are wide and 
varied, both scientific and relational.
This topic develops an understanding and 
implementation of  key biomechanical principles 
for rotation, while exploring what factors 
influence our participation.

Practical Modules: Gymnastics, Foreign and NZ 
Games
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Science

MYP Subject Group:  
Sciences

What is this subject about?
With inquiry at the core, the MYP Science 
framework aims to guide students to 
independently and collaboratively investigate 
issues through research, observation and 
experimentation. The MYP Science curriculum 
explores the connections between science and 
everyday life. As they investigate real examples 
of  science applications, students will discover 
the conflicts and dependencies between science 
and morality, ethics, culture, economics, politics, 
and the environment. 

Scientific inquiry also fosters critical and creative 
thinking about research and design, as well as 
the identification of  assumptions and alternative 
explanations. Students should learn to 
appreciate and respect the ideas of  others, gain 
good ethical-reasoning skills and further develop 
their sense of  responsibility as members of  local 
and global communities.

How will students be assessed?
Students are assessed on their scientific 
knowledge, skills and application. Science 
knowledge is primarily assessed through end-of-
unit tests which take place throughout the year, 
science skills are assessed through investigation 
design and writing science reports and the 
application of  science ideas is assessed through 
research and presentations.

Where does this subject lead?
Science in the Middle School leads into 
Chemistry, Biology, and Physics at NCEA. For 
IB Diploma, the choices are Chemistry, Physics, 
Biology and Environmental Systems.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
In class: Depending on their year level, students 
are encouraged to take part in some of  the 
following: Kiwi Science Competition, Big 
Science Competition, International Chemistry 
Quiz, Taputeranga Marine Reserve field trip, 
Owhiro Bay quarry field trip, Science Roadshow, 
Observatory field trip. Additional extension tasks 
may be given during lessons to students who 
complete class work to a high standard; this is 
decided on, and set, by the classroom teacher.

Outside of  class: Depending on their year 
level, students are encouraged to take part in 
the following: Science Awards Trust Science 
Badge, RSC Bronze Crest, NIWA Science 
Fair, Wellington Junior Physics Tournament, 
Neuroscience club.

There is also a Science Advance group which 
offers an opportunity for additional Science 
research and tutorials, culminating in a showcase 
conference later in the year. Additional events 
and activities outside of  the classroom are 
arranged as they become available.

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE

So I’m a Scientist
The first unit of  work for the year introduces 
students to common laboratory equipment, safe 
lab practice and the underlying skills behind 
science investigations.

Above and Beyond
This unit focuses on the sky above us: our solar 
system and how the sun, planets and their 
satellites interact with each other.

What’s the matter?
During this unit of  work students examine 
the nature and states of  matter making up the 
physical world around them.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

Practicals undertaken:

• Fitness Studies

• Athletics – Run/Jump andThrow

• Two-Handed Striking Skills – Softball/Cricket 
and Hockey

• One-Handed Striking Skills – Tennis

• Large Ball Skills – Football, Volleyball and 
Tchoukball

• Gymnastics, Foreign and Create a Game

Examples: 

Through muscle contraction, the body can 
be used like a whip to generate large forces 
and when controlled it allows players to 
gain an advantage.
This topic gets students to make the connection 
on how muscles contract and relax (and work in 
pairs) to control and generate forces.

Practical Modules: THSS – Softball, Cricket 
OHSS and Badminton

Helping and including others when 
completing a variety of  skill learning 
methods (i.e massed vs distributed 
practice) makes people feel good about 
themselves.
This topic gets students to understand that 
through our actions we can either include or 
exclude others and that this has an influence on 
an individual’s mental/emotional wellbeing.

Practical Modules: LBS – Football and Volleyball

Perfecting timing and sequencing along 
with feedback are important aspects to 

consider when developing complex and 
creative movement sequences.
This topic gets students to work creatively 
together as a group to produce a movement 
sequence to music as it relates to a NZ context 
(i.e haka, taiaha) while also understand the 
different types of  feedback we can receive.

Practical Modules: Gymnastics, Foreign and NZ 
Games

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

Practicals undertaken:

• Fitness Studies

• Athletics – Run/Jump and Throw

• Two-Handed Striking Skills – Softball/Cricket 
and Hockey

• One-Handed Striking Skills – Tennis

• Large Ball Skills – Basketball and Volleyball

• Gymnastics Foreign Games and Ki-o-Rahi

Examples: 

In a physical sporting environment, 
most things work in pairs and groups for 
success. Whether it be making sure there is 
no “I” in TEAM or applying various forces 
to execute a skill.
This topic gets students to work together to 
make games inclusive by having team roles and 
using a range of  verbal/non-verbal cues to allow 
their team to function effectively. It also explores 
what forces are generated and controlled.

Practical Modules: LBS – Basketball and 
Volleyball
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Staying Alive
This unit looks at the characteristics and 
classification of  life, food webs in the ocean, how 
humans interact with their natural environment 
and issues associated with creating reserves.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE

Fire!
The first unit of  work for the year introduces 
students to combustion and how this chemical 
reaction plays a vital role in our everyday lives. 
The science of  the fire triangle and ways of  
mitigating harm are examined for different 
settings, and the issues surrounding use of  
retardants are evaluated.

Every rock tells a story
During this unit students will explore the 
structure of  the Earth, plate tectonics, the main 
types of  rocks and how they are formed.

You are what you eat
This unit introduces nutrition, food groups and 
the human digestive system, looking at how diet 
has a host of  implications for the wider world.

Moving on
This unit focuses on Newton’s Laws, types of  
forces and how these forces affect the movement 
of  an object.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE

Little can be huge!
This unit involves finding out about the elements, 
how models of  the atom have developed and 
how the periodic table was created. Students 
will learn how these models allow us to make 
predictions about chemical behaviour. They will 
encounter a variety of  chemical reactions and 
practise using laboratory equipment.

Get organised
This unit of  work explores the complexity of  life 
from cells, to organ systems and organisms, with 
human respiration and circulatory systems as a 
focus. The unit includes a heart-lung dissection.

Looks and sounds amazing!
During this unit students will investigate the 
properties of  waves and how they affect us 
in everyday life. This will include the study 
of  sound and hearing, light and vision, and 
features a dissection of  a cow’s eye as well as 
construction of  a simple device to make different 
musical tones. 

Balance of  power
This unit looks at electricity, fuels and their 
impact on climate. Students investigate the 
arguments surrounding carbon emissions and 
renewable energy sources and decide how we 
should meet our future energy requirements. 

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE

Speeding up
The first unit of  work for the year looks at the 
physics of  mechanics; students will explore the 
forces involved in moving an object.

Colour of  chemical change 
During this unit students will encounter a 
variety of  chemical reactions and be able to 
identify their products. They will demonstrate 
the correct use of  laboratory equipment using 
a variety of  experimental techniques.

Make me
In this unit of  work students will learn about 
DNA and how it replicates itself, together 
with the mechanics of  reproduction and 
mechanisms of  change. They will also research 
emerging gene technologies and consider their 
potential to help or harm us.

Wellington rocks!
This unit looks at the local geology found in 
the Wellington area. Students will learn to 
appreciate the Earth as a dynamic system 
which has many wonders as well as dangers. A 
field trip to a local quarry is a highlight.
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Special Character Religious Education Year 10 Community Project

What is this subject about?
Religious Education challenges all students to:

• inquire into the nature of  faith, religion and 
theology

• reflect on their own world view in relation to 
others

• examine what is at the core of  culture and 
human nature

Religious Education at Scots does not fall into 
one of  the six MYP subject groups and will not 
appear on reports, though the curriculum is 
structured on the MYP framework.

How will students be assessed?
Units are designed to develop the following 
characteristics. 

• Knowledge and Understanding

• Inquiry

• Communication

• Reflection

Where does this subject lead?
Our RE curriculum follows on from the PYP 
Attitudes in the Junior School and aims to 
prepare students for Theory of  Knowledge in 
the IB Diploma Programme as well as support 
higher order thinking skills for NCEA students. 
The Year 11 course continues the Year 10 course 
by exploring Eastern Religions and smaller 
religious groups. Years 12 explores the biblical 
context through thematic study, alongside life’s 
big questions and morality. The curriculum also 
supports service and other Special Character 
elements of  students’ school and personal lives.

What enrichment opportunities will there 
be?
The study of  religion gives students a greater 
understanding of  self, others and the world 
at large. The Scots RE course is supported by 
visiting experts and trips to places of  worship 
(such as the Kilbirnie Mosque). 

YEAR 7 COURSE OUTLINE
The Year 7 course covers the teachings of  Jesus 
on the nature of  heaven and a reflection on 
how the role of  power can reject or reflect these 
values in our world. Students also examine who 
Jesus is, his life and ministry. Particular attention 
is given to Paul’s letters and the actions taken at 
the church’s formation.

YEAR 8 COURSE OUTLINE
In Year 8 students examine what is meant by the 
term ‘God’ with focus on the concept ‘trinity’. 
They are introduced to many metaphors beyond 
the ‘man in the sky’ and begin to develop skills 
for asking metaphysical questions. Attention 
is given to how we may begin to describe 
the indescribable, with a study of  the role of  
metaphor and poetry in describing the world 
beyond what we can see.

YEAR 9 COURSE OUTLINE
The Year 9 course focuses on the Torah 
and subsequent history texts which give a 
foundational knowledge of  the Judo-Christian 
tradition. Through this students recognise 
the interconnectedness of  all things and 
the importance of  maintaining supportive 
relationships. During, the year students reflect 

on their own and others actions, and 
how they have worked to strengthen 
relationships and make the world a better 
place.

YEAR 10 COURSE OUTLINE
This year’s key focus is examining 
worldviews, where they come from and 
how they influence our lives. Students 
will be required to closely examine a 
worldview different to their own and 
critically reflect on how theirs has been 
formed and is forming. Alongside this 
they will look at the development of  
the Christian church from its origins to 
modern day expressions. In association, 
students also delve into Judaism, and the 
role faith plays in identity. We will learn 
how to recognise and combat modern 
anti-semitism.

The Community Project focuses on 
community and service, encouraging 
students to explore their right and 
responsibility to take action by serving in 
the community. 

Over the course of  nine months, groups of  two or 
three will work collaboratively on a service project to 
meet a need within a chosen community. All groups 
will be assigned a supervisor to help guide them 
through the each stage of  the process.  
 
The four key stages are: 1 - Investigating, 2 - Planning, 
3 - Taking Action and 4 - Reflecting.

Students are expected to keep a Process Journal, 
recording their research, action, reflections and 
learning outcomes. All supervisor meeting discussion 
and action points must also be recorded in the journal. 
At the end of  the process, groups will make an oral 
presentation of  their Project and submit their Process 
Journals. A Community Project Exhibition will be held 
in Term 3 to showcase the work of  all of  the groups. 



48 49

A&A Programme  
(Able & Ambitious)

At Scots we are committed to assisting 
all students to reach their full potential 
academically, emotionally and socially. 

We recognise that an able and ambitious student may or may not 
possess high intelligence, but will demonstrate, or have the 
potential to demonstrate, exceptionality in relation to their peers of  
the same age, culture or circumstances. A student may be able in 
one or more areas and their abilities and ambitiousness will emerge 
at times and in circumstances that are unique to that student.

Students may self-select or be nominated to be included in the programme by parents or 
teachers.

Once identified, students complete a needs analysis, and the Assistant Principal Curriculum will 
draw up an Individual Education Plan. The IEP assists subject teachers to develop strategies 
within their lessons to ensure that the students can achieve their potential. Able and ambitious 
students are also encouraged to take part in a wide range of  enrichment activities organised by 
the different subject areas and through external providers.

Craig Morrison
Assistant Principal Curriculum
morrisonc@scotscollege.school.nz

Learning Support  
Overview

Here at Scots we accept that a number of  our 
students will require extra support if  they are 
to achieve to their academic potential. Students 
diagnosed with Specific Learning Disabilities, 
i.e.; Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, ADHD, Dysgraphia, 
Dyscalculia, will have an Individual Support Plan 
(ISP) prepared outlining the learning issues and 
strategies that teachers can use to support these 
students. 

In Years 7, 8, 9, and 10 these students may have the support of  an experienced Teacher Aide 
(usually English, Humanities and Mathematics) in some of  their lessons. In consultation with 
the Principal, MYP coordinator and the Head of  Learning Support some students may join a 
dedicated Learning Support class in lieu of  one of  the student’s subject classes.

To ensure that students can achieve their academic potential in assessment situations a range 
of  support strategies may be included as part of  a student’s ISP. This support may include the 
provision of  extra time for assignments and tests, using their device instead of  handwriting or the 
provision of  a reader-writer in tests or exams.

Parents wishing to know more about Middle School Learning Support are encouraged  
to contact Claire Hall.

Claire Hall
Head of  Department Learning Support
hallc@scotscollege.school.nz
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Business & Enterprise Studies
Clinton Down
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 658
E: downc@scotscollege.school.nz

Humanities
Victoria Papadopoulos
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 812
E: papadopoulosv@scotscollege.school.nz

English
Hazel Redpath
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 536
E: redpathh@scotscollege.school.nz

Chinese
Gerald Yang
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 506
E: yangg@scotscollege.school.nz

Learning Area Coordinator, Language 
Acquisition
I/C French and Spanish
Lauren Watkinson
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 825
E: watkinsonl@scotscollege.school.nz

Mathematics
Barrie Lucas
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 621
E: lucasb@scotscollege.school.nz

Religious Education
Kate Jones
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 517
E: jonesk@scotscollege.school.nz

Science
Dr Barbara Manighetti
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 510
E: manighettib@scotscollege.school.nz

Music
Ivan Patterson
P: (04) 388 0872
E: pattersoni@scotscollege.school.nz

Drama
Paula Eastman
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 882
E: eastmanp@scotscollege.school.nz

Film
Ian Leslie
P: 04) 388 0850 ext 507
E: lesliei@scotscollege.school.nz

Design Technology Materials
Marie Swanson
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 805
E: swansonm@scotscollege.school.nz

DVC (Graphics)
Matt Clayton
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 616
E: claytonm@scotscollege.school.nz

Digital Technology 
Sheree Bennett
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 603
E: bennetts@scotscollege.school.nz

Visual Arts
Hannah McGee
P: (04) 388 0850 ext 892
E: mcgeeh@scotscollege.school.nz

MYP Coordinator
Kate Bondett
P: (04) 388 0850
E: bondettk@scotscollege.school.nz

Middle School Contacts
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Phone +64 4 388 0850    Fax +64 388 2887

Email enquiries@scotscollege.school.nz

www.scotscollege.school.nz


