
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 

SCA Annual General Meeting June 2021 

 

Welcome to the 100th Annual General Meeting of the Scots Collegians Association.   

First, some history.  The first meeting of the Scots College Old Boys Association was held on 2nd April 
1921 in the basement of St Johns Church in Dixon St.  The seven Old Boys at that meeting elected 
Bruce Gibson to the chair, Frank Clift as secretary and Wilf Blyth as treasurer, and they adopted the 
aims of “keeping all the Old Boys in touch with one another and in touch with the life of the 
College”.  An annual sub was set at 5 shillings for those living in Wellington, and 2 shillings and 
sixpence for those outside Wellington, and the first reunion was set for later in the year – in the 
event, 22 Old Boys turned up on 14th December for the first of many annual dinners.   

Reunion dinners became the highlight on the Old Boys calendar.  The first haggis was piped in by 
Geoff Bedding at the 1932 dinner at Kirkaldie and Stains.  Geoff continued this role well into the 
1960s, often supported by Alistair Campbell who would recite the Ode to the Haggis up to his death 
in 1978.  Over the years other events included dances at St Peters Hall, sometimes combined with 
QMC Old Girls, and an annual cocktail party which started in the 1950s.   

In addition to keeping Old Boys in touch with each other, the Association found ways to link with the 
College over the years.  An early if somewhat short-lived connection was the Old Boys football team.  
Formed in 1925, the team played one season, lost all 11 of its matches and finished with an 
aggregate of 35 points for and 167 against.  More balanced results were observed in later years in 
rugby, tennis and cricket.  Fixtures were played for the Dick Evans Cup (cricket) and the Roger 
Manthel Cup (tennis).   

The Association provided financial support for a range of projects over the years, starting in 1931 
with the purchase of a gramophone for 25 pounds.  More significant projects included funding an 
extension to Gibb House in 1948, construction of the chapel assembly hall in 1963 and construction 
of the new gymnasium in 1979.  More recently, the Association has provided funding for the College 
Pavilion, the Heritage Walk and a Collegians scholarship. 

The Association today owes a lot to Brigadier John Mawson, who attended Scots in the early 1940s.  
After a distinguished military career John returned to NZ and became closely involved with SCOBA in 
the 1980s, serving two terms as president 1985-1988 and 1997-2001.  He helped revive the 
Association – arranging functions around New Zealand, re-establishing contact with Old Boys 
through newsletters and a more comprehensive database, and together with Charles Peterson 
putting the Association on a sound financial footing.   

I’m pleased to report to you that the Association continues in good heart today.  In the past year we 
hosted regional reunion events in Raumati, Christchurch and Dunedin, and a very well attended post 
lockdown Christmas drinks in Wellington.   



The annual debate took place in July with the Collegians team of Bradley Kidd, Francis Wevers and 
Manraj Rahi affirming that “genius skips a generation”.  Mr Kidd was well placed to affirm the 
motion with his son and current student Campbell Kidd playing a starring role on the opposing and 
ultimately successful College team. 

In March, together with the Parents Association we hosted an evening with Old Boy Ashley 
Bloomfield.  Around 300 people packed the assembly hall to hear Ashley’s experiences over the past 
year leading NZ’s response to the COVID pandemic, as well as one or two stories of his years at 
Scots.   

In April, after a couple of COVID delays we finally managed to host Old Boy Chris Reid who travelled 
down from Auckland to receive his Great Scot award in front of a full College assembly.  Chris gave a 
talk later in the evening about his career and adventures growing DHL’s international courier 
business from the back of his Austin 1300. 

Last year we sponsored a new award at the College to acknowledge the teaching staff.  We received 
great response and feedback from pupils, parents and staff to the initiative and I was delighted that 
the inaugural Collegians Outstanding Teacher Award was presented at the College Prizegiving to 
Claire Hall – an amazing teacher who many of you here will know as the Dean of Glasgow House and 
Head of Middle School English.   

Every year we welcome well over 100 school leavers to the Collegians, and of course we bid farewell 
to a number as well.  In the past year we lost two prominent Old Boys Dick Evans and John Carter, 
who each played a significant role in the life of the College, the Collegians, and the broader 
Wellington community.   

Dick Evans was a pupil from 1934-1943 and was engaged in all aspects of Scots life.  He remained 
active in SCOBA after leaving school and was President for three years in the early 1960s, leading 
fundraising efforts to complete the chapel assembly hall in 1963.  He was passionate about rugby 
and established the Wellington Rugby Supporters Club which continues to this day.  Dick always 
remembered his school days and the Scots influence on his life, and he was recognised in 2010 by 
being inducted into the College Garden of Honour. 

Dr John Carter was Head Prefect in 1968 and went on to a distinguished career in medicine, 
particularly in the field of haematology.  He was honoured with membership of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit in 2011 for his service to medicine.  John maintained his links with Scots throughout 
his life and served on the Board of Governors from 2001-2009 including as Chairman for most of 
those years.  He was a member of the College Society and Foundation and oversaw planning for the 
College Centenary in 2016.  A long serving and dedicated member of the Scots community, John 
always took a keen interest in Old Boys events.  We will miss him. 

Looking forward, planning is well underway for our Centenary celebrations on 7th August out at the 
College.  We welcome all Collegians old and new to help us celebrate – please keep an eye out for 
details and early registration is encouraged!  

To conclude, I would like to thank the rest of the Executive Committee for their efforts over the past 
year, and especially Caroline Sarfati who is our Alumni Officer and an absolutely vital link with 
Collegians and the College. 

 

James Gould 

Chairman, Executive Committee 
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