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Programme of Inquiry Year 1 2021 
 5 weeks 

T1 Wk 2 - T1 Wk 6 
Feb 8 – March 12th  

7 weeks 
T1 Wk 7-T2 Wk 2 

March 15th – May 14th  

7 weeks 
T2 Wk 3- Wk 10 
May 17th – July 9 

9 weeks 
Term 3 

August 2– Oct 1 

7 weeks 
Term 4 

Oct 18- Dec 3  
Transdisciplinary 

Theme 
Who We Are 

An inquiry into the nature of the 
self; beliefs and values; personal, 

physical, mental, social and 
spiritual health; human 

relationships including families, 
friends, communities and 

cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to 

be human. 

How the World Works 
An inquiry into the natural world 

and its laws; the interaction between 
the natural world (physical and 

biological) and human societies; how 
humans use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact of 

scientific and technological advances 
on society and on the environment.  

How We Express Ourselves 
An inquiry into the ways in which we 
discover and express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and values; the 
ways in which we reflect on, extend 

and enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic. 

 

Sharing the Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 

responsibilities in the struggle to share 
finite resources with other people and 
with other living things; communities 

and the relationships within and 
between them; access to equal 

opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution 

 

Where We Are in Place and Time 
An inquiry into orientation in place 
and time; personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the discoveries, 
explorations and migrations of 
humankind; the relationships 

between and the interconnectedness 
of individuals and civilizations, from 

local and global perspectives. 
 

Central Idea Choices people make affect their 
health and well-being. 

Sound and Light are forms of energy 
in our everyday lives 

People use movement to express 
creativity 

Plants are a life sustaining resource 
 

Games and toys have changed 
throughout time 

 
Lines of Inquiry 

“An inquiry into…” 
• Our daily habits and routines 

(Form) 
 

• How our health is affected by 
our choices (Connection) 

 
 

• How I can take responsibility 
for my own health 
(Responsibility) 

• What makes light? (Form) 
 

• How are light and sound 
connected?  (Connection) 
 
 

• How are sounds made?  
(Causation) 

• People use movement to tell 
stories (Perspective) 

•  
• People recognize and express 

feelings through performances 
(Connection) 

•  
• How can we change our 

movements to express different 
feelings? (Change) 

• Living and Non Living resources 
(Form) 

•  
• What plants provide for us and for 

other living things (Function) 
•  
• Caring for plant life 

(Responsibility) 

• How different games and toys 
work (Function) 

•  
• The development of games over 

time (Change) 
•  
• Why are some games popular? 

(Perspective) 

Key Concepts Responsibility 
Connection 

Form 

Causation 
Form 

Connection 

Perspective 
Connection 

Change 

Function 
Form 

Responsibility  

Function 
Change  

Perspective 
Related Concepts Consequence Impact Pattern Growth 

 
Communication 

Learner Profile 
Attributes 

Balanced 
Caring 

Inquirer 
Thinker 

Risk taker 
Open-Minded 

Caring 
Knowledgeable 

 

Knowledgeable 
Communicator 

Approaches to 
Learning 

Social Skills: 
- Interpersonal 

Relationships 
 

Self-management Skills: 
- States of Mind 

 

Research Skills:  
- Formulating and Planning 

 
Thinking Skills:  

- Critical Thinking 
- Forming Decisions 

 

Communication Skills: 
- Exchanging Information 

 
Self-management Skills:  

- Organisation  
- States of Mind 

 

Research Skills:   
- Data Gathering and 

Recording 
- Evaluating & 

Communicating 
 
Self-management Skills:  

- Time management 
- Delegate Responsibilities 

 

Communication Skills:  
- Listening 

 
Thinking Skills:  

- Creative Thinking 
. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Programme of Inquiry Year 2 2021 
 5 weeks 

T1 Wk 2 - T1 Wk 6 
Feb 8 – March 12th  

 

7 weeks 
T1 Wk 7-T2 Wk 2 

March 15th – May 14th  

7 weeks 
T2 Wk 3- Wk 9 

May 17th – July 2   

6 weeks 
T2 Wk 10 – T3 Wk 5 

July 5– Sept 3  

6 weeks 
T3 Wk 6 – T4 Wk 2 

Sept 6 – Oct 29  

5 weeks 
T4 Wk 3- T4 Wk 7 

Nov 1 – Dec 3  

Transdisciplinary 
Theme 

Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature of 
the self; beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, mental, 
social and spiritual health; 

human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be human. 

How the World Works 
An inquiry into the natural 

world and its laws; the 
interaction between the natural 
world (physical and biological) 

and human societies; how 
humans use their 

understanding of scientific 
principles; the impact of 

scientific and technological 
advances on society and on 

the environment.  

How We Express Ourselves 
An inquiry into the ways in 

which we discover and express 
ideas, feelings, nature, 

culture, beliefs and values; the 
ways in which we reflect on, 

extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 

the aesthetic. 
 

How We Organise Ourselves 
An inquiry into the 

interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 

and function of 
organisations; societal 

decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact on 

humankind and the 
environment. 

Sharing the Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 

responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 
living things; communities 
and the relationships within 

and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and 

conflict resolution 
 

Where We Are in Place and 
Time 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 

histories; homes and journeys; 
the discoveries, explorations 

and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and 

the interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 

from local and global 
perspectives. 

Central Idea Choices people make 
affect their health and 

well-being. 

Sound and Light are forms 
of energy in our everyday 

lives 

People use movement to 
express creativity 

 

People have different roles 
in the communities to 

which they belong 

Plants are a life sustaining 
resource 

 

Games and toys have 
changed throughout time 

Lines of Inquiry 
“An inquiry 

into…” 

• Our daily habits and 
routines (Form) 
 

• How our health is affected 
by our choices (Connection) 
 

• How I can take 
responsibility for my own 
health (Responsibility) 

 
• What makes light? (Form) 

 
•  How are light and sound 

connected?  (Connection) 
 

• How are sounds made?  
(Causation) 

• People use movement to 
tell stories (Perspective) 

• People recognize and 
express feelings through 
performances 
(Connection) 

• How can we change our 
movements to express 
different feelings? 
(Change) 

• How we contribute to a 
school community 
(Function) 

• Roles and responsibilities 
within a community (Form) 

• What are the consequences 
for not completing our 
responsibility? (Causation) 

• Living and Non Living 
resources (Form) 
 

• What plants provide for us 
and for other living things 
(Function) 
 

• Caring for plant life 
(Responsibility) 

• How different games and 
toys work (Function) 
 

• The development of games 
over time (Change) 

 
• Why are some games 

popular? (Perspective) 

Key Concepts Responsibility 
Connection 

Form 

Causation 
Form 

Connection 

Perspective 
Connection 

Change 

Function 
Form 

Causation 

Function 
Form 

Responsibility  

Function 
Change  

Perspective 
Related Concepts Consequence Impact Pattern Systems Growth 

 
Communication 

Learner Profile 
Attributes 

Balanced 
Caring 

Inquirer 
Thinker 

Risk taker 
Open-Minded 

Principled 
Reflective 

Caring 
Knowledgeable 

 

Knowledgeable 
Communicator 

Approaches to 
Learning 

Social Skills: 
- Interpersonal 

Relationships 
 

Self-management Skills: 
- States of Mind 

 

Research Skills:  
- Formulating and 

Planning 
 
Thinking Skills:  

- Critical Thinking 
- Forming Decisions 

 

Communication Skills: 
- Exchanging 

Information 
 

Self-management Skills:  
- Organisation  
- States of Mind 

 

Social Skills:  
- Interpersonal 

Relationships 
 
Thinking Skills:  

- Making connections 
 
Self Management skills:  

- Make informed 
choices  

- Self Aware 

Research Skills:   
- Data Gathering and 

Recording 
- Evaluating & 

Communicating 
 
Self-management Skills:  

- Time management 
- Delegate 

Responsibilities 
 

Communication Skills:  
- Listening 

 
Thinking Skills:  

- Creative Thinking 
. 
 



 
 
 

Programme of Inquiry Year 3 and 4 2021 
 5 weeks 

T1 Wk 1-5 
1st Feb – 5th March 

6 weeks 
T1 Wk 6- T1 Wk 11 

 8th March – 16th April 

6 weeks 
T2 Wk1 – T2 Wk 6 
3rd May – 11th June 

6 weeks  
T2 Wk 7 – T3 Wk 2 

14th June – 13th August 

7 weeks 
T3 Wk 3 – T3 Wk 10 

16th August – 1st 
October 

6 weeks 
T3 Wk 1 – T4 Wk 6 

18th October – 26thNov 

Transdisciplinary 
Theme 

How We Organise Ourselves 
An inquiry into the 

interconnectedness of human-
made systems and communities; 

the structure and function of 
organisations; societal decision-
making; economic activities and 
their impact on humankind and 

the environment. 

Where We Are in Place and 
Time 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal histories; 

homes and journeys; the 
discoveries, explorations and 
migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of 
individuals and civilizations, 

from local and global 
perspectives 

How We Express Ourselves 
An inquiry into the ways in which 

we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs 

and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 

the aesthetic. 
 

How the World Works 
An inquiry into the natural world 

and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 

(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans 

use their understanding of 
scientific principles; the impact of 

scientific and technological 
advances on society and on the 

environment. 

Sharing the Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 

responsibilities in the struggle 
to share finite resources with 
other people and with other 

living things; communities and 
the relationships within and 

between them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict 

resolution. 

Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature of the 
self; beliefs and values; personal, 
physical, mental, social and 
spiritual health; human 
relationships including families, 
friends, communities and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities what it 
means to be human. 

. 

Central Idea Food is a basic necessity 
that sustains people 

everywhere 

Features of civilisations 
can impact on their 

identity 

Artists use different 
mediums to express the 

world they see 

Animals need to adapt to 
a continually changing 

earth 

Water is a limited 
resource for many people 

Humans are driven to 
imagine, construct and 

invent 

Lines of Inquiry 
“An inquiry into…” 

• Foods people eat 
(Form) 

• Ways food is processed 
(change) 

• How food impacts our 
wellbeing 
(responsibility) 

• Common features of 
civilisations (Form) 

• Motivations to explore 
and discover (Causation) 

• New Zealand’s identity 
(Form) 
 

• Singing as a powerful 
medium to transfer 
ideas (Perspective) 

• What inspires artists 
(Function) 

• How we can express 
ourselves through 
writing, visual art and 
performance 
(Function) 

• Animal survival features 
(Function) 

• Reasons for adaptation 
(Change) 

• Reasons for success 
and/or failure  (Causation) 

 

• Our own water use (Form) 
• Water use in other 

communities (Perspective) 
• How people can better 

manage water 
(Responsibility) 

• How we invent and 
construct (Connection) 

• How we use invention to 
solve problems 
(Responsibility) 

• Ways we have been 
driven to imagine and 
invent (Causation) 

Key  Concepts Form 
Change 

Responsibility 

Causation 
Form 

 

Perspective 
 

Function 

Function 
Causation 

Change 

Responsibility 
Perspective 

Form 

Connection 
Responsibility  

Causation 
       

Related concepts Choices 
Physiology 
Well-being 

Pattern 
Civilisations 

History 

Technique 
Communication 
Interpretation 

Adaptation 
Evolution 
Habitat 

Impact 
Conservation 
Sustainability 

Similarities & Differences 
Identity 
Impact 

Learner Profile 
Attributes 

Inquirer 
Knowledgeable 

Balanced 

Communicator 
Thinker 

Risk-taker 

Open Minded 
Risk Taker 

Communicator 

Caring 
Inquirer 

Knowledgeable 

Reflective 
Principled 

Open-minded 

Reflective  
Caring 

Principled 
Approaches to 

Learning 
Self-management skills 
Mindfulness 
Organisation 
Research Skills 
Data gathering & recording 
Social Skills 
Social & emotional 
intelligence 

Research Skills 
Formulating & planning 
Synthesizing & interpreting 
Thinking Skills 
Analysing 
Reflection 
Self-management Skills 
Perseverance 

Communication Skills  
Interpreting 
Listening 
Social  Skills 
Interpersonal relationships 
Thinking Skills 
Considering new 
perspectives 
 

Thinking Skills 
Metacognition & reflection 
 
Communication Skills 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 
 

Research skills 
Evaluating & communicating 
Social skills 
Interpersonal relationships 
Self-management Skills 
Organisation 
 

Social Skills 
Interpersonal relationships 
 
Communication Skills 
Writing 
 
Thinking Skills 
Generating novel ideas 



 

Programme of Inquiry 2021-  Year 5 
 8 February -19 March 2021 22 March- 16 April 2021 3 May -11 June 2021 14 June –13 August 2021 

 
16 August – 1 Oct 2021 18th  October – 10 December 

2019 
Transdisciplinary 

Theme 
 

How We Organise Ourselves 
An inquiry into the 

interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure 

and function of 
organisations; societal 

decision-making; economic 
activities and their impact on 

humankind and the 
environment. 

Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature 

of the self; beliefs and 
values; personal, physical, 
mental, social and spiritual 
health; human relationships 
including families, friends, 
communities and cultures; 
rights and responsibilities; 

what it means to be human. 

How the World Works 
An inquiry into the natural 

world and its laws; the 
interaction between the 

natural world (physical and 
biological) and human 

societies; how humans use 
their understanding of 

scientific principles;   the 
impact of scientific and 

technological advances on 
society and on the 

environment. 

How We Express Ourselves 
An inquiry into the ways in 

which we discover and 
express ideas, feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and values; the 
ways in which we reflect on, 

extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation  

of the aesthetic. 

Sharing the Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 

responsibilities in the 
struggle to share finite 

resources with other people 
and with other living things; 

communities and the 
relationships within and 
between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace 

and conflict resolution 

Where We Are In Place And 
Time 

An inquiry into orientation in 
place and time; personal 

histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, 

explorations and migrations 
of humankind; the 

relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of 

individuals and civilizations, 
from local and 

global perspectives. 
Central Idea Decisions about money 

impact our lives  
A nation may build its 
strength recognizing bi-
culturism  

People transform energy in 
various ways to serve a 
specific function  

People use a variety of media 
to inform, provoke and 
persuade others 

Ecosystems are unique and 
delicately balance 
environments.  

People move in response to  
challenges, risks and 
opportunities 

Line of Inquiry 
“An inquiry into…” 

• The value of 
money  

• How people budget 
• How money can 

impact lives now 
and, in the future, 

• Biculturalism 
allows diversity to 
thrive  

• There are 
similarities and 
differences 
between cultures  

• Cultures connect 
through sharing 
traditions  

• Types of energy 
sources  

• How people use 
various forms of 
energy and 
electricity  

• Making responsible 
choices witth 
energy use. 

• The different media 
with which people 
can express 
themselves  

• How the 
presentation of a 
message influences 
an audience 

• Responsible use of 
media  

• Connections 
between living 
organisms in the 
NZ biome 

• Impacts of human 
activity on 
conservation and 
ecosystems 

• Actions that 
balance our 
environment 

• Migration through 
history 

• The reasons people 
migrate. 

• How people adapt 

Key Concepts Change 
Connection 
Causation 

Function 
Perspective 
Connection 

Function 
Responsibility 

Form 

Form 
Connection Responsibility 

Connection 
Causation 

Responsibility 

Change 
Causation 

Perspective 

Related Concepts Systems 
Consequences 

Impact 

Opinion 
Interdependence 

Culture 

Transformation 
Systems 

Transformation 
Culture 

Tradition 

Adaptation 
Resources 

Waste 

Consequences 
Impact 

Migration 
Learner Profile 
Attributes 

Balanced 
Thinker 

Reflective 

Balanced 
Open minded 

Caring 

Inquirer 
knowledgeable 

Thinker 

Risk taker 
Reflective 
Principled 

Inquirer 
Caring 

Principled 

Balanced 
Communicator 
Open minded 

Approaches to 
Learning 

Research skills  
• Data gathering and 

recording  
• Formulating and 

planning  
• Evaluating and planning  
Communication skills 
• Presenting  
• Listening  
• Writing  
Social skills 
• Respecting others 

Social Skills: 
Respecting Others, Adopting 
a variety of group roles 
Cooperation 
Communication Skills: 
Listening 
Speaking 
Self-management skills: 
Codes of behavior 
Safety 
 

Thinking Skills: 
Acquisition of knowledge 
Comprehension 
Communication Skills: 
Writing 
Research Skills: 
Observing 
Interpreting  

Communication Skills: 
Non-verbal communication 
Speaking 
Viewing 
Thinking Skills: 
Analysis 
Social Skills: 
Respecting others 

Research Skills: 
           Collecting data 
Observing 
             Interpreting Data 
Communication Skills: 
Presenting 
Thinking Skills: 
Application 
Social Skills 
Accepting Responsibility 

Research Skills: 
Formulating questions 
Presenting research findings 
Communication Skills: 
Reading 
Thinking Skills: 
Dialectical thought 



 

Programme of Inquiry Year 6 2021 

 22- Feb-19 March 22 March- 16 April 3 May- 4 June 7 June- 9 July   2 Aug- 1 Oct 18 Oct- 3 Dec 

Transdisciplinary  
Theme 

How We Organise Ourselves 
An inquiry into the 

interconnectedness of human-
made systems and communities; 

the structure and function of 
organisations; societal decision-
making; economic activities and 

their impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

Who We Are 
An inquiry into the nature of the 
self; beliefs and values; personal, 

physical, mental, social and 
spiritual health; human 

relationships including families, 
friends, communities and 

cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to 

be human. 
 

Sharing the Planet 
An inquiry into rights and 

responsibilities in the struggle to 
share finite resources with other 

people and with other living 
things; communities and the 

relationships within and between 
them; access to equal 

opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution 

Where We Are in Place and Time 
An inquiry into orientation in place 

and time; personal histories; 
homes and journeys; the 

discoveries, explorations and 
migrations of humankind; the 
relationships between and the 

interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and 

global perspectives. 

How We Express Ourselves 
An inquiry into the ways in which 
we discover and express ideas, 
feelings, nature, culture, beliefs 
and values; the ways in which we 
reflect on, extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our appreciation of 

the aesthetic 
 

How the World Works 
An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction 
between the natural world 
(physical and biological) and 
human societies; how humans use 
their understanding of scientific 
principles; the impact of scientific 
and technological advances on 
society and on the environment. 

Central Idea Public spaces provide people 
with opportunities to make 
connections and establish a 
sense of community 

Our body is made up of 
different systems that work 

together to maintain life.  

Natural resources can be 
sustained through 

responsible practice and 
conflict resolution.  

  

Space exploration and 
technology impacts our 

lives. 

People’s beliefs, passions 
and life experiences  

influence self-expression.  
  

Forces can cause change 

Lines of Inquiry 
“An inquiry into…” 

 
 
 

• How people use public 
spaces to connect people 
(Connection) 

•  How public spaces are 
designed to meet a 
purpose (Function) 

•  Different types of public 
spaces which may bring 
together communities 
(Change) 

• How our body systems 
maintain life (Function) 

 

• How our body systems 
interact. (Connection) 

 

• Impact of lifestyle choices 
on the human body 
systems.  (Responsibility) 

• How natural resources 
can cause conflict 
(Causation) 

  

• Human actions that 
benefit and harm the 
environment 
(Responsibility) 

  

• People have differing 
points of view about 
natural resources 
(Perspective) 

• The use of space 
technology and its 
impact on our lives. 
(Causation) 

• The ways that space 
technology has furthered 
our understanding of the 
universe. (Perspective) 

• The technological 
adaptations needed to 
make space travel 
possible. (Change) 

Exhibition- students write 
their own lines of inquiry.  

• How the forces of 
gravity, frictions, pushes 
and pulls affect the 
motion of an object.  
(Causation) 

• Humans use and work 
against forces using 
simple machines. 
(Function) 

What are the different types 
of forces (Form) 

Key Concepts Perspective, Change, 
Connection 

Responsibility, Connection, 
Function 

Responsibility, Perspective 
Causation 

Change, Form, Causation Students write their own 
concept questions.  

Causation, Form 
Function 

Related Concepts  Organisation, Man-made 
systems 

Systems Values, Consequences Adaptation   Simple Machines, Forces 
 

Learner Profile 
Attributes 

 Open Minded, Risk taker, 
Caring 

Knowledgeable, Inquirer, 
Balanced 

Caring,  
Reflective, Communicator 

Risk taker, Reflective, 
Thinker 

All 
 

Inquirer 
Thinkers, Principled 

Approaches to 
Learning 

Self management skills:  
Safety 
Informed Choices 
  
Research skills: 
Planning 
  
Communication skills: 
Viewing 
Social Skills: 
Cooperatin  

Self management skills: 
Healthy lifestyle 
Codes of behavior 
  
Social Skills:  
Respecting others 
  
Thinking skills: 
Comprehension 

Thinking 
Analysis  
Evaluation  
  
Social Skills: 
Resolving conflicts 
Group decision making 
Adopting a variety of roles 
Communication skills: 
Presenting 
Speaking 

Research skills: 
Formulating questions 
 
Thinking 
 
 
Social 
 

All 
 

Research  
Observing, 
Planning  
Collecting data 
Organizing data 
 Interpreting data  
Presenting data 
Self-Management 
Safety 
Thinking Skills:  
Application, Analysis 


