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Welcome to the 2019 Annual General Meeting of the Scots College Old Boys’ Association. 

I would like to start by acknowledging our Patrons: Headmaster Graeme Yule, and School Principals 

Christian Zachariassen, Matt Allen and Mike Hansen.  I thank Graeme and his team for the interest 

they take in SCOBA and the wider Scots community.   

When SCOBA was established in 1921, almost 100 years ago, the first Old Boys decided that the 

organisation should have a broad purpose of keeping past pupils in touch with each other and with 

the life of the College.   

I’m pleased to report that it has been another active year for SCOBA.  Highlights from the past year 

include the recognition of four new Old Boys as Great Scots, launch of a new Speaker Series, induction 

of two outstanding individuals into the Garden of Honour, several successful reunion events around 

NZ and the world, and a number of engagements between Old Boys and the College.   

Following the launch last year of the Great Scots distinguished alumni award we recognised four 

further Old Boys this year: Dr Robin Bell, Dr Peter Gianoutsos, Jeff Barratt and Professor Paul Healy.  

Dr Bell finished as Dux of Scots in 1958 and pursued distinguished careers in both nuclear physics and 

later on in law, rising to senior positions with the Australian public service.  Dr Gianoutsos finished 

Scots a year before Dr Bell, and had a distinguished medical career in Australia specialising in 

respiratory health.  Jeff Barratt enjoyed a long and successful legal career primarily in London, and 

was recognised for his outstanding contributions to banking and finance.  Professor Healy graduated 

from Scots in 1973 and is currently a highly regarded professor at the Harvard Business School, where 

he has taught for the last 22 years.   

We were fortunate to have Professor Healy in New Zealand to receive his Great Scot award, and we 

used the occasion to invite Paul to be the first presenter in a new Speaker Series initiative.  Paul 

addressed a group of Old Boys in April about the research he has carried out into multinational 

corporate crime around the world. 

Recently we hosted our second speaker event, welcoming back home Old Boy John Aiken who 

returned from Sydney to talk about his journey from Scots College pupil to first class cricketer and to 

prime time media personality.  John presented to Middle and Senior boys at their Wednesday 

assembly, and later in the evening to a large and engaged audience of Old Boys, current parents and 

staff, sharing some of the lessons he has learned along the way including about resilience in the face 

of pressures from social media. 

The Garden of Honour is a SCOBA initiative to recognise people who have made a significant and 

longstanding contribution to the life of the College and its students.  Since establishing the award in 



2004, SCOBA has inducted 19 individuals and this year we welcomed Paddianne Neely and Tup 

Radford.   

Paddianne made an enormous contribution as the College archivist over 30 years, and many of you 

will remember her excellent archives display during the Centenary weekend in 2016.   Old Boy Tup 

Radford has also made a huge contribution to Scots throughout his life, among other things serving as 

both a Board and Foundation member, founder and sponsor of the Intercollegiate Yachting Academy, 

and donor of a Science Scholarship.  

The past year has seen several reunion events around New Zealand and offshore, including an event 

hosted last week by Headmaster Graeme Yule in London where Graeme presented Jeff Barratt with 

his Great Scot award.  Wellington based Old Boys once again gathered for drinks at Grill Meats Beer in 

Cuba Street, hosted by our own Steve Logan.  I would like to thank Caroline Sarfati for her relentless 

efforts in organising and promoting these events.   

Many Old Boys attended the annual Scots Foundation Dinner in August, and heard from recent Old 

Boys Peter McKenzie and Lewis Clareburt, who spoke about his Commonwealth Games swimming 

success.  Keynote speaker Phil Veal gave a resonating speech about building New Zealand’s future 

through ambitious leadership, reflecting on the traits that drove the country’s early achievements. 

A rewarding aspect of being involved with SCOBA is seeing connections made between Old Boys and 

current pupils, and I wanted to highlight a couple of ways that Old Boys have engaged with the 

College over the past year.   

In September a number of Old Boys participated in a two-day work experience programme for Year 11 

students.  This was a new school initiative where all Year 11 boys were hosted out at workplaces in 

the Wellington area, and was launched as part of a wider drive to help prepare students for life 

outside the school gates.  A number of Old Boys also volunteered their time to speak at a Future 

Pathways Forum at the College, which gave current pupils an insight into different career 

opportunities.  I would like to thank those Old Boys who assisted with these events. 

Next year the College becomes co-educational, welcoming girls for the first time into the senior 

school.  I am sure we will hear more about the planning for this from the College Principals later this 

evening.  The Executive Committee is supporting the College in this transition, starting with a 

proposed change of the SCOBA name, which members will be asked to vote on during the Annual 

General Meeting.   

I would like to conclude by thanking Francis Wevers (President), Tony Horvath (Deputy Chair), George 

Fairbairn (Secretary), Denis Wood (Treasurer) and the rest of the Executive Committee who volunteer 

their time.  Thank you also to Brad Kidd and Mark Vivian who are the Old Boys’ representatives on the 

College Board of Governors.   Particular thanks to Andrew Findlay who steps down from the Executive 

Committee after several years of involvement. 

Finally, a personal thank you to Caroline Sarfati, Rebecca Burton and Ann Walker, who help look after 

and promote the Old Boys community, and a welcome to Jana Barrett who recently joined the team 

as the Community Relations Manager.  They are great supporters and always a welcoming face at Old 

Boys events. 

 

James Gould 

Chairman, Executive Committee SCOBA  


