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Welcome to the 2018 Annual General Meeting of the Scots College Old Boys’ Association.  I would like 

to start by acknowledging our Patrons: Headmaster Graeme Yule, and School Principals Christian 

Zachariassen, Matt Allen and Mike Hansen.  I record our appreciation for the interest that Graeme and 

his team take in SCOBA and the wider Scots community.   

I thought I would start with a reminder about SCOBA and who it represents.  The Association was 

started in 1921 by the first boys to graduate from Scots, and since that time more than 12,000 boys 

have passed through the school gates.  SCOBA therefore has a large and growing constituency, which 

is about to become more diverse when the first female students begin graduating from 2021 (which 

happens to nicely coincide with the SCOBA Centenary).  More on this later.  Our members range from 

late teenagers, to our most senior member Ken Longmore who recently turned 100.  Ken attended 

Scots in the 1930s and has had a remarkable life, as many of you may have read about in the recent 

Quad magazine.  We celebrated Ken’s birthday out at Scots a few weeks ago, which included his 

opening of the Aitken Building portico refurbishment.  

The past year has seen successes by a number of our more recent Old Boys, and I wanted to mention 

a few today.  Many of you remember Andrew Tang (2017) who attended our AGM last year in his final 

year at Scots.  Last year, Andrew was awarded the Prime Minister’s Award for Academic Excellence, 

recognising the top New Zealand student, and achieved scholarship (top 3%) in a record 12 subjects.   

Lewis Clareburt (2017) also finished at Scots last year, and this year went on to compete in swimming 

at the Commonwealth Games, winning bronze in the men's 400m Individual Medley.  Lewis has been 

nominated for Wellington Sportsman of the Year 2018.  Harry Miskimmin (2012) won a Silver with the 

NZ Hockey team at the Commonwealth Games. 

Elsewhere on the sporting front, it has been terrific to see recent Old Boys excelling in rugby, including 

Peter Umaga-Jensen (2015), Alex Fidow (2015) and Jackson Garden-Bachop (2012) all playing for the 

Hurricanes, and Peter’s brother Thomas Umaga-Jensen (2015) playing for the Highlanders. 

This year we launched a new Great Scots distinguished alumni award to recognise Old Boys who have 

excelled in their fields at a national or international level.  Our eight inaugural Great Scots are: Sir 

David Carruthers (1958), Alistair Dryden (1960), Professor Richard Furneaux (1967), Sir Walter 

Norwood (1924), Sir Clifford Plimmer (1922), Kim Prisk (1973), Euan Robertson (1966) and Kingi Smiler 

(1970).   

Later this evening we will hear from our three current SCOBA Scholarship recipients: Caleb Cavubati, 

Jesse Morgan and Nicolas Workman.  We receive regular updates as part of the scholarship 

programme and I am pleased to report that Caleb, Jesse and Nicolas are making excellent progress 

and making the most of the opportunities at Scots.   



The past year has been an active one for the Association.  We held Old Boy events around New 

Zealand and in Sydney and Melbourne, and this year the school hosted a Gibb House reunion dinner 

which was very successful.  Wellington-based members enjoyed Christmas drinks at fellow Old Boy 

Steve Logan’s Grill Meats Beer restaurant.  Many Old Boys attended the annual Scots Foundation 

dinner in August, which is a great occasion bringing together the wider school community.   

The annual Old Boys vs College debate is fast becoming a highlight on the calendar.  After losing the 

Centenary year debate, the pressure was on for the Old Boys last year to win back the coveted 

honours.  Perhaps somewhat complacently the Old Boys team (Francis Wevers, Blaine McLachlan and 

Glen Wiggs) took the affirmative that “As Year 9s, we would choose to come to Scots College today”, 

and narrowly lost on a technicality to a wily and fired up College team (Lachie Parlane, Joseph Plunket 

and Manraj Rahi).  However I am pleased to record that last week the Old Boys team, with some 

foresight, co-opted 2016 Head Boy and Dux Peter McKenzie and took back the trophy, successfully 

negating the proposition that “Youth is Wasted on the Young”.   

A consistent theme over the past year has been the impact technology is having on the shape of the 

future workplace.  Against this background, Old Boys will have followed with interest a number of 

changes announced at the College earlier in the year, which are part of a broader vision to equip 

students with the skills they need to thrive in a rapidly changing workforce.   

Among these changes has been the decision to introduce girls into the Senior School from 2020.  Not 

surprisingly, the decision to end a long tradition of single sex education has generated a wide range of 

opinions and I have heard strong views both for and against this from Old Boys.  Overall though my 

sense is there is a recognition that a co-ed environment at the Senior School level reflects the wider 

world and will help prepare our children for transition into the next stage of life.  I am sure we will 

hear more about this from the Headmaster later this evening. 

With the Scots centenary behind us, and the SCOBA centenary fast approaching, the Executive has 

been reviewing SCOBA’s purpose and what can be improved to ensure the organisation remains 

relevant to its growing and increasingly diverse constituency.  While the core function of keeping Old 

Boys (and future Old Girls) in touch with one another and with the College will not change, there is 

always more the organisation can be doing to stay relevant, from targeted events and activities, to 

better communication and engagement.  We are always open to your views, so please get in touch.  

I would like to conclude by thanking Francis Wevers (President), Tony Horvath (Deputy Chair), George 

Fairbairn (Secretary), Denis Wood (Treasurer) and the rest of the Executive Committee who give up 

their time to contribute towards SCOBA’s activities.  Thank you also to Brad Kidd and Mark Vivian who 

are SCOBA’s representatives on the College Board of Governors.   

I wanted to express particular thanks to Fraser Press who has decided to step down from the 

Executive Committee in order to dedicate more time to his new role on the Scots Foundation.  Fraser 

has been an energetic and thoughtful member of the Committee for a number of years now and his 

presence will be missed. 

Finally, a personal thank you to Caroline Sarfati, Fiona Strachan and Ann Walker, who help look after 

and promote the Old Boys community.  They are great supporters and always a welcoming face at Old 

Boys events. 
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