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I welcome you all to the 2016 Annual General Meeting of the Scots College Old Boys’ Association.   

As always I would like to begin by acknowledging our Patrons: Headmaster Graeme Yule, Senior School Principal 

Christian Zachariassen and Middle and Prep School Principal Matt Allen.  We enjoy a close and active 

relationship with the College, and I acknowledge the keen interest that Graeme and his team take in helping to 

ensure a strong and vibrant Old Boys community.   

2016 marks 100 years of Scots College and the past year has been a particularly positive and active one for 

SCOBA and the Scots community.  Members of the SCOBA Executive Committee have been actively involved 

with Centenary planning and activities, Old Boys reunions, strengthening links and enhancing overall 

engagement between Old Boys and with the College, and setting the foundation for the next 100 years. 

Many Old Boys attended the various events in February to mark the start of the Centenary year, including an 

outdoor Chapel service on the College grounds, a parade from Queen Margaret College (the original Scots site) 

to the steps of Parliament, and an enjoyable community picnic at the College.  The weather gods were with us, 

and we were also fortunate that our oldest Old Boy Ken Longmore was able to attend many of the early 

Centenary celebrations as well as the ANZAC day service.   

A dedicated team has been working over the past couple of years to make sure that the Centenary year is 

properly recognised and celebrated.  I would like to extend a particular thank you on behalf of SCOBA to John 

Carter (Chair of the Centenary Committee), Charlotte Wood (Centenary Co-ordinator) and the rest of the team 

for a cracking start to the year.  We are now all looking forward to the Centenary events in late August. 

The Centenary has generated a huge amount of interest in Scots, which has been evident in the number and 

range of Old Boys who have attended events over the past year.  It has been very pleasing to meet Old Boys who 

have reconnected with the school, often for the first time after many years since leaving.  The past year has seen 

a number of highly successful reunion events in New Zealand and around the world, including Sydney, 

Melbourne, Singapore and London.   

Last week Graeme Yule and Ann Walker attended an extremely successful Old Boys event at the House of 

Commons in London along with over 100 Old Boys, hosted by Old Boy John Samiotis and his wife Jane Ellison 

(MP for Battersea).  Closer to home about 50 Wellington based Old Boys enjoyed a beer tasting event, hosted by 

Tuatara Brewing CEO Richard Shirtcliffe, another Scots Old Boy. 

We continue to build connections with the College and earlier this year we formally opened the SCOBA Heritage 

Walk.  Together with the new Timeline in the Shelly Centre, the Heritage Walk captures the key moments in 

Scot’s first 100 years.  This is an excellent addition to the school and I would like to acknowledge the Scots 

marketing and development team (particularly Rebecca Burton) and College Archivists Paddianne and Don Neely 

who have done a marvellous job turning a great idea into reality.   

Over the past year we inducted Pat Blades and John “Digger” Miles into the SCOBA Garden of Honour.  The 

Garden of Honour is situated on the College grounds and was established by SCOBA in 2004 as a way to 

recognise individuals who have given a significant level of service to Scots over a long period of time.  It is a great 

way for the Old Boys to recognise some of the “unsung heroes” of the College.   



The past 100 years have seen more than 12,000 boys come through the doors of Scots and the Centenary has 

provided an occasion to celebrate some of our successful Old Boys.  Many of you will have seen the Great Scots 

billboards dotted around Wellington over the past few months.  Of course what a year it has been for two of our 

sporting heroes who have featured on the world stage.  Victor Vito was a key member of the All Blacks team 

who defended the Rugby World Cup in England.  And many of us have a new found interest in basketball after 

watching Steven Adams play a leading role in the Oklahoma City Thunder’s NBA success over the past few 

months.   

A key area of focus over the past year has been enhancing our engagement with the Old Boy community.  We 

have been fortunate to have had Victoria Beckett leading the charge in this area as Alumni Officer.  Vicky joined 

us a year ago and hit ground running, providing a vital role connecting with Old Boys and the broader Scots 

community.   

We engage with the Old Boy community through regular newsletters, the Quad magazine, emails and a growing 

social media presence.  Those of you using Facebook will have noticed a steady flow of College and Old Boys 

related news items as well as pictures and stories from the archives.  I encourage those interested in keeping in 

touch to “like” the SCOBA Facebook page.  I would like to acknowledge in particular James Bushell and the Scots 

marketing and development team for all the superb ongoing work in this area.   

As part of the lead up to the Centenary year, SCOBA agreed to support the establishment of five new Old Boys’ 

Scholarships.  These Scholarships provide support to students who epitomise the all-round man, with preference 

given to sons of Old Boys.  Each Scholarship costs $150,000 and funds a third of tuition fees for a pupil in Years 

9-13.   

SCOBA funded the first scholarship which was awarded in 2015 to Caleb Cavubati, son of Old Boy Bill Cavubati.  

Now in Year 11, Caleb is making great progress inside and outside the classroom, and is fully engaged in Scots 

life.  Although he started as a football player, last year he made a successful transition to rugby and has made an 

immediate impact.  The scholarship is making a real difference to Caleb. 

SCOBA is also supporting the fundraising efforts for the remaining four Old Boys’ Scholarships, and there are 

many opportunities for Old Boys to support this initiative to help future generations enjoy the benefits of a Scots 

education.   

The Centenary year is providing a unique opportunity to look back at the school as it was, and to showcase the 

school and its many and diverse successes today.  It is also an opportunity to look forward to the next 100 years.  

We are always looking at ways to strengthen links between Old Boys, and between Old Boys and the College.  As 

past pupils of one of New Zealand’s top schools today we all have much to be proud of.  There is always more 

we can be doing, and we always welcome your suggestions so please stay in touch.   

I would like to conclude by thanking Francis Wevers (President), Tony Horvath (Deputy Chair), George Fairbairn 

(Secretary) and Denis Wood (Treasurer) who give up their time to contribute towards SCOBA’s activities and 

help drive the group forward.  In particular I would like to acknowledge George’s tireless efforts as Secretary and 

his ongoing involvement with the Garden of Honour initiative.  

I would also like to thank the rest of the Executive Committee – James Bushell, Andrew Findlay, Richard Findlay, 

Andy Hall, Michael Holland, Bradley Kidd, Cameron MacGregor, Fraser Press, and Jack Yan.   

Finally, a personal thank you to Vicky Beckett, Fiona Strachan and Ann Walker – the “gang in the shed” out at 

Scots who help look after and promote the Old Boys community.  They are great supporters and always a 

welcoming face at Old Boys events. 

 

James Gould 

Chairman, Executive Committee SCOBA 


