
 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 

SCOBA Annual General Meeting May 2015 

 

I am pleased to present my second annual report as Chairman of the Scots College Old Boys’ Association. 

I would like to begin by acknowledging our Patrons: Headmaster Graeme Yule, Senior School Principal 

Matthew Bertram and Middle and Junior School Principal Matt Allen.  We enjoy a close and active relationship 

with the College, and I acknowledge the keen interest that Graeme and his team take in helping to ensure a 

strong and vibrant Old Boys community.   

I would like also to acknowledge our two most senior Old Boys, Ian Walker and Ken Longmore.  Ian and Ken 

attended Scots in the 1930s and recently celebrated their 97th birthdays.  Both Ian and Ken continue to be 

very interested in the school. 

The past year has been an active one for SCOBA as we work towards our goal of “keeping Old Boys in touch 

with one another and in touch with the life of the college”.  In addition to regular Old Boys events, the 

Committee has made progress on a range of specific initiatives in the lead up to the 2016 Centenary.  

There have been a number of successful Old Boys events over the past year, ranging from a well attended beer 

tasting evening in Wellington, to reunion functions in Auckland, Palmerston North and Singapore.  About 60 

Auckland based Old Boys enjoyed a reunion dinner in February, and an undoubted highlight was seeing the 

Headmaster piped in by Old Boy Jim Gray.  Overseas reunion events are currently being planned, including for 

London, Sydney and Melbourne.   

We enjoy an active engagement with the school throughout the year, through events such as the College vs 

Old Boys Debate, the Oral History project and judging of the annual Prep School Speech Competition.  This 

year the Old Boys debating team ironically lost the argument that “Being a Scots College Old Boy pays 

dividends”, but it was time to let the College team take back the honours after many years in Old Boys’ hands.  

Scots has also had much to celebrate on the sporting field over the past year, and it is great to see a strong 

contingent of Old Boys in support at school sporting fixtures throughout the year.   

We are always looking at ways to build connections with the school and this year an oral history initiative was 

launched where middle school students were tasked with preparing an oral history report on an Old Boy.  This 

project has been well received and I would like to thank Matt Allen for leading this initiative, which helps to 

build links with the school and also provides an interesting historical record. 

In February this year we formally opened the SCOBA Pavilion, which occupies a prominent location on the 

main grounds.  The Pavilion provides SCOBA with a physical presence at the school and name recognition 

among current students, and will become a hub for Old Boy activities as well as for some of the Centenary 

events planned for next year.   

Good progress is being made on the SCOBA Heritage Walk.  This will be a permanent exhibition of 11 

information panels located at key sites around the College, bringing the school history to life for visitors.  The 

Walk celebrates some of the key characters in the school’s history, and reveals some interesting stories, such 

as the fact that Judith Sutcliffe remains the only girl ever to have been on the Scots roll (she was daughter of 

Headmaster Joseph Sutcliffe 1930-38).  We will officially open the Heritage Walk later this year, in time for the 

2016 Centenary celebrations.   



 

 

Many Old Boys attended the Scots College Foundation dinner in Wellington in August 2014 to mark the launch 

of the Scholarship Fund campaign.  SCOBA is supporting the establishment of five new Old Boys’ Scholarships, 

which will be available to students who epitomise the all-round man, with preference given to sons of Old 

Boys.  Each Scholarship costs $150,000 and will fund a third of tuition fees for a pupil in Years 9-13.  SCOBA is 

funding the first scholarship, which was awarded this year to Caleb Cavubati, son of Old Boy Bill Cavubati.  

Caleb stood out as an extremely capable all-rounder and I am pleased to say that he has settled in very well 

since starting this year.   

SCOBA is also supporting the fundraising efforts for the remaining four Old Boy Scholarships, and there will be 

ample opportunity for Old Boys to support this initiative to help future generations enjoy the benefits of a 

Scots education.  I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge Roger Miller, John Feast and the other 

Foundation trustees who are leading the Scholarship campaign. 

Next year marks the Centenary year for Scots, which presents an important opportunity for the school and for 

SCOBA to engage with the Old Boys community.  In order to make the most of this opportunity, a decision was 

made to appoint a dedicated Alumni Officer and I am very pleased to welcome and introduce Victoria Beckett 

who joined Scots in April.  Vicky will be drawing on her experience from similar roles to help us improve overall 

engagement levels with the Old Boys community.  Among other things Vicky will be focused on building and 

maintaining the database, managing the website and social media, and developing a calendar of Old Boys 

events including regional and international gatherings.  Expect to see a lot more of Vicky going forward. 

A lot of work is going into making sure that the Centenary celebrations are a success, and I take this 

opportunity to acknowledge and thank John Carter for his efforts in chairing the Centenary committee.  Our 

key objective is to get as many Old Boys as possible to come along to the celebrations.  I encourage all Old 

Boys to check out the Scots 100 website, take the opportunity to register, and help spread the word. 

I would like to conclude by thanking Francis Wevers (President), Tony Horvath (Deputy Chair), George Fairbairn 

(Secretary) and Denis Wood (Treasurer).  Francis, Tony, George and Denis give up their time to contribute 

towards SCOBA’s activities.  I want to particularly note Denis’ contribution as Treasurer, a role he has held 

since 2010.  Denis has indicated that he would like to step down as Treasurer during the coming year, but 

fortunately he is keen to stay involved in the Executive Committee. 

I would also like to thank the rest of the Executive Committee.  James Bushell, Richard Findlay, Andy Hall, 

Michael Holland, Bradley Kidd, Cameron MacGregor, Fraser Press, and Jack Yan have each given up a lot of 

their time over the past year, and I hope that you will stay on board as we work with the College to deliver a 

successful Centenary in 2016.   

I would like to specifically acknowledge Richard and Brad who also serve as SCOBA’s representatives on the 

Board of Governors, and provide an important input into the strategic direction of the College. 

My particular thanks to our liaison officer Ann Walker.  Ann has a unique ability to connect with Old Boys from 

all generations, and plays a vital role in helping Old Boys connect with each other and with the school.   Ann 

works tirelessly and always in good humour to strengthen links between the school and its communities, 

including the Old Boys.  She is always willing to help out and her involvement goes well beyond what might be 

expected.  Although she is letting Vicky take over some of the SCOBA responsibilities, I am assured that she will 

still be around at SCOBA events and be a welcoming face for Old Boys returning to the College.   

Finally, we always welcome your suggestions on ways we can better engage with the Old Boys community. 

There is always more we can be doing, so please stay in touch.   

 

James Gould 

Chairman, Executive Committee SCOBA 

 


