
 

Chairman’s Report 

SCOBA Annual General Meeting May 2014 

I am very pleased to present my first annual report as Chairman of the Executive of the Scots College 

Old Boys’ Association. 

I would like to begin by acknowledging our Patrons: College Headmaster Graeme Yule, and Senior 

School Principal Matthew Bertram, Middle School Principal Matt Allen, and Junior School Principal 

John Western.   

The past year has been one of transition for the SCOBA Executive, with the retirement of a number 

of longstanding contributors.  I would like to extend a special thank you to David Bennett, Nigel 

Gould, Charles Peterson, Murray Radford, Ed Tingey and Scott Tingey who retired at the AGM in May 

last year. 

The SCOBA Executive works towards the goal of “keeping Old Boys in touch with one another and in 

touch with the life of the college”.  We have a diverse and growing constituency.  Although we do 

not have a precise figure, it is estimated that there are approximately 8,000 living Old Boys.  Our 

members range in age from 18 through to our oldest Old Boy Ian Walker, who left in 1934 and 

turned 96 last week.   

During the year we have had a sub-committee focused on strengthening the SCOBA database, and 

good progress is being made here.  To be an effective group it is vital that we maintain an accurate 

and comprehensive database to communicate with our members.  In addition to the online 

database, SCOBA has a presence in all of the major social media sites.  These sites are kept up to 

date with regular news flow from the school and Old Boys activities.  I would encourage Old Boys to 

check out SCOBA’s website, as well as the Facebook page and LinkedIn group. 

Having completed its financial support of the Creative and Performing Arts Centre during the year, 

the Executive Committee has agreed to undertake a range of new initiatives to support the school 

and further the Association’s objectives.  

SCOBA has purchased the naming rights in perpetuity to the new pavilion building which occupies 

the old Diggers Grandstand site along Monorgan Road.  The “SCOBA Pavilion” will provide Old Boys 

with a physical base at the school, and will act as a hub for regular Old Boys’ activities as well as the 

planned Centenary events throughout 2016.  It will also be a place to display old photos and other 

memorabilia.  Importantly, the Pavilion will help SCOBA to build its profile among current pupils.  

The SCOBA Pavilion will be formally opened in the near future, in all likelihood on a weekend to 

coincide with a significant college sporting event.  Keep an eye out for details. 

SCOBA is also excited to be funding the development of a “Scots Heritage Walk”.  This will be a 

permanent exhibition that will comprise a series of information panels located at key locations 

around the College.  Each panel will tell a part of the Scots story.  The Walk will bring the school 



history to life for all visitors, and will help to strengthen the link between current students and the 

Old Boys community.  Planning is at an early stage and the Walk will be open in time for the 2016 

celebrations. 

Finally, I am very pleased that SCOBA has committed to support the establishment of five Old Boys’ 

Scholarships, which will form part of the broader Foundation Scholarships initiative.  Many Old Boys 

have held a longstanding desire to see a formal scholarship programme set up, as a way to help 

future generations enjoy the benefits of a Scots education.  There will be ample opportunity for Old 

Boys to support this exciting initiative – keep an eye out for details later in the year. 

Planning is now well underway for the 2016 Centenary with a dedicated committee established 

under the chairmanship of John Carter.  There is a range of events planned over the year, with a 

focus on the Founders Weekend in August 2016.  We would like to make sure that as many Old Boys 

as possible come back to the school to take part in the celebrations.  There will be something for 

everyone.  I invite all Old Boys to visit the Scots website for details on the events being planned as 

well to register for updates.   

We enjoy an active engagement with the school throughout the year, through events such as the 

School vs Old Boys Debate (most recently won by the Old Boys), the Oral History prize and judging of 

the annual Prep School Speech Competition.  In addition, there is always a good contingent of Old 

Boys in support at school sporting fixtures throughout the year.  I have had the opportunity to spend 

time at the college on numerous occasions over the year, both as an Old Boy and a parent, and I can 

confidently say that the school is in great hands and as former pupils we all have a lot to be proud of.   

I would like to conclude by thanking Francis Wevers (President), Tony Horvath (Deputy Chair), 

George Fairbairn (Secretary) and Denis Wood (Treasurer).  Francis, Tony, George and Denis give up a 

huge amount of their time to contribute towards SCOBA’s activities and really help drive the group 

forward.  Last year Francis stepped up into the role of President, after eight years of tireless 

commitment as Chairman.  I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the tremendous 

contribution Francis made to SCOBA and the school over this time – he deserves a special thank you. 

I would also like to thank the rest of the Executive Committee who volunteer their time and effort to 

ensure the Association is successful in its objectives.  Richard Findlay, Andy Hall, Quentin Lowcay, 

Fraser Press, Stuart Raphael and Jack Yan have all made significant commitments over the past year, 

and I do hope that you will stay on board as we work together with the College to deliver a 

successful Centenary in 2016.   

I would like to specifically acknowledge Richard Findlay and Quentin Lowcay who also serve as 

SCOBA’s representatives on the Board of Governors, and in this way provide an important link and 

insight into the strategic direction of the College. 

Finally, I would like to make particular reference to the support and assistance we receive from Ann 

Walker as SCOBA’s liaison person at the College.  Ann makes a tremendous contribution to SCOBA 

and its activities, always in good humour, and provides a vital link with the school. 

James Gould 

Chairman, Executive Committee SCOBA 


