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I welcome you all to the 2017 Annual General Meeting of the Scots College Old Boys’ Association.   

As always I would like to begin by acknowledging our Patrons: Headmaster Graeme Yule, Senior School Principal 

Christian Zachariassen and Middle School Principal Matt Allen.  As customary I will also invite the new Prep 

School Principal Mike Hansen to be a Patron of SCOBA during the AGM.  We enjoy a close and active relationship 

with the College, and I am thankful for the keen interest that Graeme and his team take in SCOBA and the wider 

Scots community.   

The highlight of the past year was undoubtedly the Scots Centenary.  I reported at the last AGM about the great 

start to the Centenary year, and I am pleased to add that the celebrations through the remainder of 2016 were 

tremendously successful.  The highlight for many Old Boys was the activities at the College over the Founders 

Weekend in August, with events ranging from a boutique beers evening, ladies lunch, and a formal gala dinner 

on the Saturday night.  A personal highlight was playing the bagpipes for the first time in 25 years with a 

combined College and Old Boys pipe band.   

It was terrific to see old friendships rekindled, stories shared and Old Boys leaving with a new and positive 

connection with the College.  I would like to record SCOBA’s appreciation of the huge efforts made by Graeme 

and his team to ensure the Centenary was properly celebrated, and a particular thank you to John Carter (Chair 

of the Centenary Committee) and Charlotte Wood (Centenary Co-ordinator).  

The past year has been an active one for SCOBA.  In August we held the annual Old Boys vs College debate in the 

Grand Hall at Parliament, kindly hosted by current Green Party Co-leader and Old Boy James Shaw.  With both 

teams stacked with debating talent, the audience heard persuasive if sometimes tangential arguments for and 

against the proposition that “a modern secular education only condemns Scots boys to repeat the mistakes of 

their forbears”.  For the record, the College team (Andrew Tang, Manraj Rahi and Peter Mckenzie) narrowly 

defeated the Old Boys team (James Shaw, Ben Guerin and Nick Cross), securing the coveted honours for the 

College after a period of time in Old Boys’ hands.  Thanks to Old Boy Sir David Carruthers who delicately 

adjudicated and noted the creative approach taken by all debaters.  

In March about 30 Old Boys attended a wine and cheese tasting event in Auckland hosted by Old Boy Craig 

Dryden.  Craig led us through an engaging presentation on the history of cheese in New Zealand and around the 

world.  The Auckland event was the first in a number of regional and international SCOBA events this year.  

Other reunion events have taken place or are currently planned in Christchurch, the Wairarapa, Manawatu, 

Marlborough and Kapiti, and overseas in Shanghai, Beijing and Brisbane.   

Earlier in the year we launched the Belltower, an online newsletter for Old Boys which will be sent out three 

times a year providing updates on SCOBA events, as well as College and Old Boy news.  The name Belltower was 

chosen as an iconic symbol of Scots, overlooking the school and conveying a sense of history.  We welcome 

input into future newsletters and invite you to send in old photos, stories and updates.   

During the past year we inducted Old Boy Ian Symonds into the Garden of Honour.  The Garden of Honour was 

an initiative launched by SCOBA in 2004 as a way to recognise individuals who have given a significant level of 

service to Scots over a long period of time.  After leaving Scots in 1955, Ian maintained a close and active 

association with the College for over 50 years, including as President of SCOBA, a member of the Board of 



Governors (which he chaired from 1991-1996), and a member of the Scots Foundation.  We announced Ian’s 

induction at the Centenary Gala dinner in August, and Ian sadly passed away a few weeks later in September.   

In March this year we welcomed Caroline Sarfati as our new Alumni Officer, who joined us after we said 

goodbye to Victoria Beckett.  Caroline joins the Scots team after a six-year association with the school as a 

parent, and brings a wealth of experience to the role, with a broad ranging career spanning finance, market 

research, business start-ups and the volunteer sector.  Caroline is the key point of contact at Scots for all Old 

Boys and I encourage you to drop her a line if you are interested in having a look around the school, 

reconnecting with Old Boys, or simply sharing your memories.   

I’m pleased to report that the SCOBA Scholarship programme is going very well.  During the year the third 

scholarship was awarded to Nicolas Workman, who is currently in Year 9.  I am very pleased to welcome Nicolas 

here this evening, along with the two other SCOBA Scholarship recipients Caleb Cavubati and Jesse Morgan.  

Caleb, Jesse and Nicolas are doing really well, and have agreed to participate in a Q&A session later on which will 

be moderated by Old Boy Richard Barrett.   

Looking forward, we are reviewing SCOBA’s strategy to ensure the organisation remains relevant to the next 

generation of students.  Scots boys today are taught to be lifelong learners, prepared for a world of accelerating 

change demanding agility, resilience and adaptability in the workforce.  There is great scope to build links 

between the Old Boys and the College, to share experiences, and for Old Boys to learn a thing or two from the 

new generation.  As an example, we are at the early stages of designing a mentor scheme for Old Boys that I 

hope may extend to include senior College pupils.   

I would like to conclude by thanking Francis Wevers (President), Tony Horvath (Deputy Chair), George Fairbairn 

(Secretary) and Denis Wood (Treasurer) who give up their time to help drive the group forward.   

I would like to record my thanks to Richard Findlay who retired this year as one of SCOBA’s representatives on 

the Board of Governors, and will step down from the SCOBA Executive Committee this year.  Richard has been a 

highly engaging member of SCOBA and an active supporter of Scots over a number of years, and his presence on 

the committee will be missed. 

SCOBA has two representatives on the College Board of Governors, and I’m pleased to welcome Mark Vivian 

who takes Richard’s place on the Board alongside our other SCOBA representative Brad Kidd.  I acknowledge the 

commitment Mark and Brad give on a voluntary basis to help ensure the College is in good hands.   

I would also like to thank the rest of the Executive Committee – James Bushell, Andrew Findlay, Andy Hall, 

Michael Holland, Cameron MacGregor, Fraser Press, and Jack Yan.  All give up their time to contribute towards 

SCOBA’s activities. 

Finally, a personal thank you to Caroline, Fiona and Ann, the “gang in the shed” out at Scots, who help look after 

and promote the Old Boys community.  They are great supporters and always a welcoming face at Old Boys 

events. 

 

James Gould 

Chairman, Executive Committee SCOBA 

 


