
Chairman’s Report 

SCA Annual General Meeting June 2020 

Welcome to the 99th Annual General Meeting of the Scots Collegians Association. 

I extend a particular welcome to our Patrons: Headmaster Graeme Yule, and School Principals 

Christian Zachariassen, Matt Allen and Richard Kirk, who recently joined as the new head of the Prep

School.  Thank you for the interest you take in the Collegians and the wider Scots community.

Last year we changed the name of the Association from Scots College Old Boys to Scots Collegians.  

We did this in anticipation of welcoming girls for the first time into the senior school, but in all other 

respects the Association continues with the same purpose adopted way back in 1921 - that is, to keep 

past pupils in touch with each other and with the life of the College.  We have a long and proud 

history, and I look forward to celebrating our centenary next year.   

The past year has been another active one for the Collegians with a number of highlights including 

celebrating our Great Scots, continuing to build links between the Collegians and current pupils, and 

organising a range of reunion events.  

Over the past year we formally inducted three more Old Boys as Great Scots – Richard Furneaux, Euan 

Robertson and Kim Prisk.  Richard Furneaux returned to the school in June and gave a lecture to senior 

students on his leading global research in the field of carbohydrate chemistry.  In August we 

presented Euan Robertson’s award to his widow Charlotte at a special event for Auckland-based

Collegians.  Many of you may remember Euan as a notable distance runner in the 1970s.  In March we 

held an award assembly for Kim Prisk out at the College.  Kim managed to make it back to Wellington 

from San Diego before the Covid-19 lockdown and he spoke to the school about his world leading

research on lung function in zero gravity.   

We also announced Old Boy Chris Reid as our most recent Great Scot.  Chris has had a tremendously 

successful global career in business and has lived a life full of adventure, traveling the world.  He was

responsible for building DHL’s international couriers business outside the US, a fascinating story 

documented in his book Fly by Night.  Chris will be coming back to Scots in September to receive his

award, and I invite Old Boys to come along and hear some cracking stories and life lessons from a 

worthy Great Scot. 

August marked the 75th anniversary of the death of Old Boy and World War II hero James Stellin, and a 

number of Old Boys helped commemorate the occasion at the James Stellin Memorial Park in 

Wellington.  For those of you unfamiliar, Stellin is a hero in France where he was killed in combat in 

1944 after taking evasive action to avoid crashing his Hawker Typhoon into the small village of St 

Maclou la Briere.   

The Association has continued to promote links between the school and the Collegians community, 

through activities such as a work experience programme for Year 11 students, Old Boy speakers at the 



Year 13 leavers conference, support of the McKinnon era reunion events, and of course the widely 
anticipated annual Collegians vs College debate.  I am pleased to let you know that this year the 

Collegians’ All Star team of Francis Wevers, Manraj Rahi and James Gavey defended the coveted 

Pohutukawa shield, successfully negating the proposition that students should pursue a future in the 

STEM subjects rather than the Humanities.  

In February, the College hosted a very successful Old Boys reunion, coinciding with the opening of the 

new McKinnon Block, named after former Headmaster Ian McKinnon.  The Collegians were a principal 

sponsor of the weekend and it was terrific to welcome back so many Old Boys from that era, many of 

whom had returned to the College for the first time since leaving.  Thank you, Ann Walker, Caroline 

Sarfati and the development team for the huge effort in making the weekend a success.   

In March, Old Boy Mark Garrod travelled all the way back to Scots from Germany to facilitate a Year 

13 Leadership day.  I was fortunate to attend as a supporter along with a group of Old Boys from the 

late 1980s.  It was an engaging and rewarding day and I want to record a special thanks to Mark.   

This year’s report would not be complete without acknowledging Old Boy Ashley Bloomfield, who as 

Director General of Health has navigated our country over the past six months through an 

extraordinary health crisis.  A terrific example of a Scots Old Boy – smart, confident, engaging and 

down to earth – Ash is as comfortable alongside the Prime Minister as he is with the Middle School 

Principal.  Ash is also almost certainly the first Scots pupil to have inspired a range of tea towels, mugs 

and coasters to put your mug on. 

In addition to the lockdown, 2020 will be remembered as the year that Scots welcomed girls through 

the gates for the first time.  I am sure we will hear more about this from the Headmaster later this 

evening, but by all accounts the pioneering class of 2020 has fitted in extremely well, and we are 

excited about welcoming our first Old Girls into the Collegians community in 2021.   

Let me conclude by thanking the members of the Executive Committee for their commitment to the 

Collegians over the past year, and particularly to Bradley Kidd and Mark Vivian who are the Collegians’ 

representatives on the Board of Governors.  As you will see from the annual accounts, the Association 

is in a good fiscal position and I thank Denis Wood for his ongoing stewardship of the Association’s 

finances.  Thank you also to our affable Alumni officer Caroline Sarfati – we really appreciate your 

tireless energy and commitment towards keeping the Collegians’ community vibrant.   

Finally, it is with sadness that I mention Ann Walker’s retirement from Scots and her principal role as 

Old Boys arm twister.  In her 25 years at the College Ann has been a formidable personality and a vital 

link with the Collegians’ community.  She has a unique ability to connect with Old Boys from different 

generations and has always worked in good humour to strengthen links between the school and its 

communities.  Ann is a true gem and we will miss her.  
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