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What is 1:1 
Computing? 

A classroom where there is one computer 
to each student. The introduction of 1:1 
Computing requires each student to bring 
their own computer that meets a certain 
range of minimum specifications. This is 
different from a Bring Your Own Device 
(BYOD) programme where students can 
bring whatever device they already own to 
class. 

Philosophy 

At Scots College, we work hard to provide 
our students with an education that allows 
them to “contribute as global citizens who 
think creatively, reason critically, 
communicate effectively and develop the 
necessary skills to learn for life” (Scots 
College Mission Statement). We believe 
that in order to do so, we need to ensure 
that we cater for the needs of the Modern 
Learner, particularly as students have 
grown up with the Internet and are 
surrounded by digital devices. 

The College adopted a “BYOD” (Bring 
Your Own Device) policy in 2011, and 
although this had been taken up by many 
students, we believed that in order to 
develop programmes and pedagogy that 
allow our students to learn the necessary 
skills to fulfil our vision, we needed to 
implement a programme where all 
students have a device that can be used in 
the classroom. We therefore adopted a 
mandatory, 1:1 Computing programme at 
the end of 2014 for Years 6-13. 

 

Our students exist in a largely “digital 
world” outside of school, but school is 
often a non-digital world. This programme 
has proven to increase engagement in 
learning as they use the tools they are 
most familiar with to facilitate their 
learning. 

In 2015, a review was conducted into how 

the Year 6 cohort were using their 
devices. Students were utilising their 
devices for collaboration, presentation, 
research etc which enabled them to easily 
access information instantly and created 
more opportunities to innovate. However, 
there is a perception that our boys are 
digital natives and when students received 
their devices in Term 1 of Year 6 it was 
evident that basic word processing, file 
management, digital citizenship and core 
skills were missing in their abilities. Boys 
took longer to transition than expected 
into using their laptops effectively and to 
enhance teaching and learning. Therefore, 
a decision was made to introduce devices 
into Year 5 at the following times over the 
next few years:  

 
2016 – Term 4 
2017 – Term 3 
2018 – Term 2  
2019 – Term 1 
 

WHY?



21st Century Skills 

The school strongly believes that the use 
of 1:1 devices in class benefits the boys by 
enhancing student engagement, accessing 
creativity and increasing productivity. 
These are the core skills that we want 
boys to have coupled with the 21st century 
skills (Innovation, problem solving, 
communication, collaboration) to go hand 
in hand with 1:1 pedagogy. 

It is important to prepare students for their 
digital futures by creating a seamless 
pathway to digital fluency that enhances 
critical thinking through hands on 
engagements. To prepare students for 
jobs and training that will exist in the 
future we need to provide them with a 
learning environment where; students 
need to think deeply about issues, solve 
problems creatively, work in teams, 
communicate clearly in many media, learn 
ever-changing technologies, and deal with 
a flood of information. The rapid changes 
in our world require students to be flexible, 
to take the initiative and lead when 
necessary, and to produce something new 
and useful. These concepts are commonly 
bundled together in what is labelled 21st 
Century Learning Skills.  

Digital Literacies 
“Digital technologies (social media, 
multimedia and communication technologies) 
have penetrated almost every aspect of our 
lives. They’ve become an essential element in 
learning, interpersonal communication, 
organisational work, and our leisure time”  

(Lisa Harrison, 2014) 

Ever-expanding and changing digital 
technologies confront students with the 
need to master a wide range of  

 

technological, cognitive and social 
competencies—collectively termed 
“Digital Literacy.” Students must now 
become “digitally literate” in order to cope 
effectively with the complex challenges 
these technologies create. 

In a different age of learning, learners 
construct and consume knowledge in non-
linear environments. Students need to 
learn, collaborate and solve problems 
effectively in virtual (non face-to-face) 
learning environments, and to 
communicate effectively in various 
technology environments. 

This figure breaks down digital literacy 
into 8 elements and provides insight into 
what teachers at Scots are trying to 
achieve with the boys. 

http://pomo.com.au/blog/digital-literacy/ 



Pedagogy 
The pedagogical approach that we will 
take will be blended learning along with 
focus on balanced curriculum. Blended 
learning combines classroom learning 
with online learning, in which students 
can, in part, control the time, pace, and 
place of their learning. We are aware that 
boys are coming from a more book based 
curriculum so a conscious effort to 
balance bookwork with screen time will be 
made.  
The below are key elements that have 
been considered for the upcoming 
implementation at Year 5: 

• Balanced curriculum – students 
will still be using pencils and paper 
but will utilise laptops when 
appropriate 

• Digital citizenship- students will 
learn about responsibility in 
relation to their online profiles and 
the impact that can have 

• Security and responsibility- 
students will learn to care for their 
device and to become responsible 
for using it appropriately 

• Transporting laptops- parents 
can negotiate with the teacher 
whether the laptop stays at school 
each day or goes home 

 

Responsible Use 
Agreement 
Creating a ‘Responsible Use Agreement’ is 
important and will be done in class in 
conjunction with school policies around 
internet usage. The boys along with the 
teacher will develop the RUA 
collaboratively and will all sign the 
agreement. This is an important step in 
accountability for the boys and is crucial in 
setting up a positive and safe learning 
environment for 1:1 learning. 

Parent access 
Please treat your son’s device like you 
would a work book and encourage them 
to share what they have done. Most of the 
files that the boys would have worked on 
will be located on the desktop. There is a 
possibility that by the end of the year they 
will have completed work on OneNote in 
preparation for year 6 so this may be 
another area for the boys to share what 
they have done. 

 

 

HOW?



Expectations 
Home  
Please ensure to set up clear expectations 
with your son in regards to the use of 
devices at home. Ensure to establish open 
communication about what the device is 
being used for and have your son 
prepared to share work with you regularly. 
Devices should be kept in common areas 
when in use and not left in the bedroom 
overnight. It is a good idea to set up 
content filters on your home network and 
discuss cyber safety.  

School 

The classroom teacher will ensure boys 
are aware of expectations surrounding 
digital citizenship and cyber safety. It is 
important to note that it is more beneficial 
to educate about safe searching and 
internet browsing than to restrict content. 
Boys will be responsible for their own 
devices and are expected to share work 
they have completed with their parents as 
they would normally do with book work. 

Devices 
For advice on which device to purchase 
please go to:  

 www.scotscollege.school.nz > 
Quick Links > 
1:1 Computing at Scots  

Here you will find the device minimum 
requirements and what devices are 
suitable for working in a Windows 
environment. A previously owned laptop 
is also fine to use if it fulfils the minimum 
requirements suggested. It is advised not 
to purchase a Mac laptop as the 
infrastructure at Scots is a Windows 
platform and they do not tend to work 
well together. 

If a laptop is purchased through Connect 
NZ it arrives packaged with a Goldcare 
plan which will enable the laptop to be 
serviced at Scots and if need be sent away 
to Connect NZ for fixing. During this time 
a ‘Loan’ laptop will be available to use. 
However if a laptop is brought through 
another source 
e.g. Harvey 
Norman, it will 
need to be 
serviced 
through the 
retailer and a 
‘Loan’ device 
will not be 
made available 
by Scots. 

You will find a link on the above page 
which will direct you to the Connect NZ 
and Cyclone page outlining suggested 
devices for Prep, Middle and Senior 
students.  

Possible student 
work/tasks 
Students will learn a range of skills that 
will develop them to be 21st century 
learners and become digitally literate. 
Please take into consideration the learning 
that occurs that is not concrete but are 
skills that the boys develop that allow 
them to become more efficient and 
understand in more depth about operating 
systems, shortcuts and responsible use. 
Areas of work and skills that are more 
tangible may include the following: 

- Presentation skills 
- Communication skills e.g. email 
- Word Processing  
- File management          
- Publishing 
- Excel spreadsheet 
- Coding  
- OneNote collaboration

WHAT?
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If you have further 
questions or would 
like to discuss this 
further please feel free 
to get in contact with: 

 

Mike Hansen 
Principal Prep School 
hansenm@scotscollege.school.nz  

Susan Levett 
Year 5 Teacher 
levetts@scotscollege.school.nz 

Cornel Fuhri 
Director of IT & e-learning 
itdirector@scotscollege.school.nz  

 
  

WHO?
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