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WELCOME TO THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME  

AT SCOTS COLLEGE! 

 

January, 2014 
Dear Y12 IB students and parents, 
 

Congratulations on your and your son’s choice to do the IB Diploma Programme! 
 

At Scots we strongly believe that the Diploma Programme is the preparation for future success and research shows IB 

Diploma students outperform other students in tertiary studies.   

 

At the same time the IB Diploma promotes an international approach to the subjects and the global citizenship 

essential for everyone in the 21st century.  Most importantly, perhaps, are the learning skills your son will acquire over 

the next two years; skills such as independent, critical thinking and active learning.  Please refer to the IB learner 

profile on the following pages for more information. 

 
In this booklet you will find some key information about the IB Diploma Programme at Scots College. Please feel free 

to contact me for any further information or clarification that you may require. Information can also be sought at IB’s 

website http://ibo.org/diploma/index.cfm. 

 
Sincerely,  
 

Mathew White 

IB Diploma Coordinator,  
whitem@scotscollege.school.nz  

 
 

 

IB MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and 

caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect. 

 
To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop 

challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

 
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 

lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

https://webmail.scotscollege.school.nz/owa/redir.aspx?C=f6193658fbc84899b63a2da2f18d6b12&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwebmail.scotscollege.school.nz%2fowa%2fredir.aspx%3fC%3d8b486d5bd3c245d880520c7211610dce%26URL%3dhttp%253a%252f%252fibo.org%252fdiploma%252findex.cfm
mailto:whitem@scotscollege.school.nz
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THE IB LEARNER PROFILE 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 

1. Final choice of subjects and levels 

For the Diploma, six subjects are studied, three of which must be at higher level (HL) and three at standard level (SL). 

The final choice of subjects and levels is done towards the end of Term 1 of the first year, after the students have had 

a chance to settle in and assess their potential.  

Most subjects have a core shared by both SL and HL, and HL students add topics to that core. In this sense the 

difference between HL and SL is one of breadth, but a subject studied at HL also requires more depth. This is 

particularly true in the case of Mathematics, where the HL course is considerably more advanced than the SL course.  

 

2. Internal assessment – and assessment in general.  

Every subject has an internal assessment component that ranges from 20-100 % of the final grade in that subject. 

Specific requirement can be found in the respective Subject Course Handbooks already handed out to the students. 

Needless to say, it is important that our IB students put in a sincere effort to get good results in their internal 

assessment. Some of the work will be done in class, but a fair bit of work must be done at home. While it is of course 

important to invest sufficient time into internal assessment tasks, it is equally important to understand and actively use 

the assessment criteria against which the work is being marked. These assessment criteria (communicated by the 

subject teachers) should be used as a check list when writing the assignments.  

 
It is important to start work on the internal assessment tasks early, producing tangible results and drafts, so that the 

students receive feedback from their teachers before the final versions are submitted.  

 
The Internal Assessment Calendar (online) will show how these assessments have been spread out over the two years. 

Needless to say, and obvious from the amount of work to be delivered, good time management skills are important to 

be successful in the IB Diploma Programme, and I encourage parents to support their sons in keeping the many 

deadlines, always starting early on a particular task for optimal results.  

 
The general reporting of students’ progress to parents will be based on regularly scheduled tests in all the subjects, 

along with written assignments and active participation in class discussions. The end of year exam in November of the 

first year provides the students with an opportunity to practice actual IB exam papers and will be an indicator for the 

overall performance in the Programme. It is my experience that students who fail to revise continually during the 

school year will find it difficult to perform well in the end of year exam and even more so in the final exam.  

 
The IB grades range from 1 to 7, with 7 being the best. For the Diploma, the final grades for the six subjects are 

added, and with the possibility of getting up to three bonus points (based on Extended Essay and Theory of 

Knowledge Essay and Presentation below) a maximum of 67+3=45 points can be obtained. The main passing 

criteria for the Diploma are: 

 a minimum of 24 points total 

 a minimum of 12 points in the three HL subjects 

 no grade 2 in any HL subject 

 no grade 1 in any subject 

Grades are awarded according to assessment criteria in the case of internal assessment, and according to a translation 

of a percentage score against a set of grade boundaries in the case of exam papers.  
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3. Extended Essay 

The Extended Essay is an opportunity for the students to investigate a favourite topic in depth and through this 

investigation learn the academic approach to researching, documenting and communicating. Universities tell us that 

IB students have an advantage over students from other programmes because of having worked with an EE.  The 

academic skills that other students need to pick up while at university are already well established in IB students 

before they enter university.  

 
A comprehensive Extended Essay Student Handbook will be issued in Term 2 when the EE process begins.  
 
Outline of the EE process:  

 
First IB year: 

 End of Term 2: students decide on subject and topic, and are allocated supervisors. They begin background 
reading and research. 

 Term 3: Students are now well into the details of the background of their topic and begin their own 
investigation, guided by supervisors.  

 Term 4: Students begin writing the draft of their EE, keeping their supervisors up to date with progress and 
problems. 
 

Second IB year: 

 First day of Term 1: The draft is submitted, supervisors give detailed feedback. Goals for the revision of the 
draft are set.  

 First day of Term 2: The final version is proudly handed in! Supervisors mark it against the assessment criteria 
and report to the IB. The EE is sent to an external examiner for marking. 

 
 

Students tend to regret if they for some reason get a late start to the work on the EE! A continued effort during 

the long period during which the EE is researched and written is necessary for obtaining optimal feedback and 

supervision. Supervisors can do little if the student hasn’t produced any work.  
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4. Theory of knowledge (TOK) 

The TOK course, a flagship element in the Diploma Programme, encourages critical thinking about knowledge itself, 
to try to help young people make sense of what they encounter. Its core content is questions like these: What counts 
as knowledge? How does it grow? What are its limits? Who owns knowledge? What is the value of knowledge? What 
are the implications of having, or not having, knowledge? 

TOK activities and discussions aim to help students discover and express their views on knowledge issues. 
The course encourages students to share ideas with others and to listen to and learn from what others think. In this 
process students’ thinking and their understanding of knowledge as a human construction are shaped, enriched and 
deepened. Connections may be made between knowledge encountered in different Diploma Programme subjects, in 
CAS experience or in extended essay research; distinctions between different kinds of knowledge may be clarified. 

TOK is assessed by a presentation and essay, and is timetabled 4 periods each two week cycle.   

5. Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) 

Creativity, action, service (CAS) involves students participating in activities related to:. 

 Creativity: arts, and other experiences that involve creative thinking. 

 Action: physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle. 

 Service: an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student. \ 
 

CAS enables students to enhance their personal and interpersonal development through experiential learning. At the 
same time, it provides an important counterbalance to the academic pressures of the rest of the Diploma Programme.  
 
For student development to occur, CAS should involve: 
• real, purposeful activities, with significant outcomes 
• personal challenge—tasks must extend the student and be achievable in scope 
• thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, reporting 
• reflection on outcomes and personal learning. 
 
All proposed CAS activities need to meet these four criteria. It is also essential that they do not replicate other parts of 
the student’s Diploma Programme work. 
 
CAS activities should continue on a regular basis for as long as possible throughout the programme, and certainly for 
at least 18 months. Successful completion of CAS is a requirement for the award of the IB diploma. CAS is not 
formally assessed but students need to document their activities and provide evidence that they have achieved the 
following eight key learning outcomes.  
 

 increased their awareness of their own strengths and areas for growth 

 undertaken new challenges 

 planned and initiated activities 

 worked collaboratively with others 

 shown perseverance and commitment in their activities 

 engaged with issues of global importance 

 considered the ethical implications of their actions 

 developed new skills 
 

This focus on learning outcomes emphasizes that it is the quality of a CAS activity (its contribution to the student’s 
development) that is of most importance. The guideline for the minimum amount of CAS activity is approximately 
the equivalent of half a day per school week (three to four hours per week), or approximately 150 hours in total, with 
a reasonable balance between creativity, action and service. “Hour counting”, however, is not encouraged. 
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6. Day-to-day school work, study periods at school / study at home, active study 

At Scots we encourage the students to apply an active approach to their learning – so that the necessary learning will 

not have to take place right before the exam. Study should take place both at school and at home: 

 Timetabled study periods at school: students can work on assignments, prepare for classes, do revision – any 

study activity that is relevant for their Programme. 

o Every student has between one and four timetabled and supervised study periods per fortnight 

(depending on subject combinations).  

o SL students in classes with mixed SL and HL can expect class time for study when HL students do 

their options.  

 Study at home:  

o Students will need to spend time regularly at home doing school work, preferably a little bit every day. 

o It is wise to review every night what was covered in today’s classes.  

o But it is also advisable to read ahead and get an idea of what is going to happen in tomorrow’s classes.  

o Reading is good, but passive. Study should always be done with a pencil and a piece of paper! 

o I know that some students are using tutors. This may be an excellent support, but please make sure 

that your son plays an active role in the tutor sessions and is not merely being taught. No one can 

bring a tutor for the exam, unfortunately.  

 


