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WELCOME TO THE 
WELLINGTON PHOENIX 
FOOTBALL ACADEMY
The Wellington Phoenix Football Club is New 
Zealand’s only professional football club and 
competes in the Hyundai A-League. The Club is 
an important and integral part of New Zealand’s 
sporting landscape, enjoying passionate support 
from all over New Zealand and the world.

The Wellington Phoenix Football Club is committed to the 
development of talented young footballers. 

The Wellington Phoenix Football Academy (WPFA) offers a 
programme that brings education and football together in an 
inspirational and creative environment. WPFA selects players 
based on ability and works closely with a small group of local 
private and state schools, to provide suitable accommodation 
and a tailored education programme alongside the Academy 
training. The Academy’s Primary Partner and operating base 
is Scots College, Strathmore, Wellington, New Zealand.

The programme focuses on providing a tailored programme 
and environment for each member to maximise their football 
and academic potential. The well-being of the footballer is 
prioritised to ensure on-going success, with future pathway 
options at the forefront of each individualised programme. 

The WPFA accepts New Zealand and International footballers 
with membership of the Academy revised yearly in line with 
sport and academic performance targets. There are weekly, 
full-time and full-time residential programmes available to 
enable each participant maximal opportunity to reach their 
goals.

For more information, please email 
admin@wpfa.org.nz or go to our  
website www.wpfa.org.nz 
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FuLL TIME PrOGrAMMEs 
The core of the Academy is its full time programme. 

The fulltime programme is an individualized 
developmental pathway for young players 
who have the potential to progress to the 
highest levels of the game. The programme 
comprises a full training, physiological, tactical 
and technical programme. Footballers will 
be selected by Wellington Phoenix Football 
Academy staff.

The fulltime programme combines the best and 
latest in football training techniques with a full 
high school curriculum to ensure the future of 
the player of tomorrow. 

The programme is available for local footballers 
and footballers from outside Wellington. 
Players are able to attend any school, but must 
be available to attend training at Scots College 
six days a week.

Currently our partner schools are Scots College, 
St Patrick’s College and Rongotai College. The 
accommodation options include homestay 
and boarding. The academy are happy to work 
with students and their families to select the 
best schools to meet their needs for a smooth 
transition.

WPFA PROGRAMMES

FEEs AND ELIGIBILITY
For all information please contact  
admin@wpfa.org.nz
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WEEkLY PrOGrAMMEs
The Weekly Programme is an Individualised 
Development Programme that gives any player 
the opportunity to experience in detail the elite 
professional level environment at WPFA and to 
help with acquiring new skills or techniques for 
their own individual development.

The Weekly Programme is for players aged (12 
to 17 years) and also allows WPFA to evaluate 
the students possible inclusion in our full-time 
Academy.

The Weekly Programme is held at Scots College, 
Strathmore Wellington. Students who attend 
the Weekly Programme can select either 
boarding or daily attendance. 

Should students choose to board at Scots 
College for the week, this includes:

• Five (5) nights full board accommodation

• Airport transfers (pick up and drop off) 
within designated arrival and departure 
times

• All football / specialist development 
programmes such as (nutrition, strength 
and conditioning and also player 
pathways) and an evaluation summary 
and video footage from WPFA

Students who attend on a daily basis receive:

• All football / specialist development 
programmes such as (nutrition, strength 
and conditioning and also player 
pathways) and an evaluation summary 
and video footage from WPFA

For further information on the Weekly 
Programmes please contact admin@wpfa.org.nz
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AsIA PACIFIC FOOTBALL ACADEMY
The Wellington Phoenix partners with the Asia Pacific Football Academy (APFA) as the official youth 
development partner of the Wellington Phoenix Football Academy.

APFA is New Zealand’s leading football academy and has produced a number of current age group, 
national representatives and Wellington Phoenix professional footballers. The programme focuses 
on the intensive individual development of young players from various countries.

APFA and the Wellington Phoenix have worked together to build the Wellington Phoenix Football 
Academy, bringing together the best in Academy experience with solid professional football 
experience. The Academy’s football training covers the core development areas of technical skills, 
tactical or game awareness, physical conditioning and mental strength and confidence, as well as 
incorporating the footballer’s academic and social development needs.

PARtnER
AcAdEMy 

“...Wellington Phoenix Football 
Academy, bringing together the best 
in Academy experience with solid 
professional football experience.”
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New Zealand has one of the world’s best schooling systems and the Academy has 
partnered with several premier schools in Wellington as education partners. 
These schools have been selected to provide students with the best in education, while 
supporting their desires for football excellence.

ScHOOLS

sCOTs COLLEGE
Scots College is a world-class independent Presbyterian day 
and boarding school for boys Years 1 - 13. As an IB World 
School, Scots offers a vibrant learning environment for boys, 
encouraging excellence in every facet of education.

For those students and parents requiring a private school 
education, Scots College is Wellington’s most prestigious 
private and boarding school.

Scots College pride themselves on creating global citizens - 
boys who are equipped for life as balanced, compassionate, 
motivated and socially aware young men.

A Scots College education offers your son the following 
features:

1. A focus on quality and excellence – we 
unashamedly set our sights high academically, 
culturally and in the sporting arena

2. A dual educational pathway – offering the IB 
Diploma and NCEA qualification in the Senior 
School

3. A home away from home in our boarding house 
– catering for up to eighty 5 and 7 day boarders in 
single and twin rooms

4. A personal approach – small classes and a place 
where each child is known

5. World class facilities – including the Hodge Sports 
Centre and Creative & Performing  Arts Centre

6. A highly qualified and motivated teaching 
staff – College Staff are now exposed to the best 
professional development available globally. We 
all know the impact that excellent teachers have 
on students

7. A global perspective – programs that prepare 
students to be global citizens

8. Quality pastoral care – via the Houses and Home 
Rooms

For more information please go to 
www.scotscollege.school.nz
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sT PATrICk’s COLLEGE
St Patrick’s College is a State Integrated Catholic boys’ College situated in 
Kilbirnie, Wellington and provides education for Years 9 to 13 students.  The 
College, carrying the name of St Patrick, patron saint of Ireland, was founded by 
Archbishop Francis Redwood SM in 1885.  

The school fosters growth within a nurturing and sustaining environment in six facets: spiritual, 
academic, cultural, emotional, physical and social.

Each student is encouraged to develop personal confidence and self-discipline. Standards of 
behaviour and appearance are clear, and all know exactly what is expected. The foundations of the 
College’s approach to discipline are: Respect for oneself, Respect for others, Respect for society 
and Respect for the environment.

rONGOTAI COLLEGE
Rongotai College is a State school for boys of approximately 600 students. 
Founded in 1928 and located near Wellington airport at Kilbirnie, Rongotai is 
renowned for offering boys an outstanding education based on excellence and 
achievement in all areas, including;

A focus an academic success and achievement - high rates of academic achievement mean our 
students gain entry to prestigious universities around the world

A broad curriculum -  university preparation courses in all academic subjects, and a range of 
vocational pathways (including sports industry pathways) to meet the needs of individual 
students

A safe and nurturing environment - students learn in a safe and caring atmosphere of tolerance and 
understanding, in a school where students show respect and where every boy feels included and 
welcome

A unique cultural experience - a multi-cultural mix of students provides a unique cultural 
experience. By becoming part of the Rongotai ‘brotherhood’, students make 
friends for life.
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Outstanding facilities - an expansive campus has outstanding facilities, including new gymnasium/
sports hall, three outstanding grass football pitches, campus-wide WiFi, swimming pool and 
modern, well-equipped classrooms.

A variety of sports and cultural activities - students can participate in a wide range of sporting and 
cultural activities such as music, drama, public speaking, leadership and community service. 

Rongotai College has a rich football heritage. It has produced fourteen (14) All Whites, including 
Wynton Rufer (Oceania Footballer of 21st Century), and is the only Wellington school to have won 
the National Schools Championship - twice!

OTHEr sCHOOLING OPTIONs
Players who already live in Wellington and who are able to attend the scheduled WPFA training 
sessions can remain at their current school. For players moving to Wellington to join WPFA, 
the Academy will work with each player’s family individually to organize the best available 
accommodation and schooling options. 
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ABOuT WELLINGTON
Wellington is New Zealand’s capital city and the home of the Wellington Phoenix. It is a compact city 
that sits between rolling hills and a stunning harbour, with a population of 200,000. It is a walkable 
city with great transport links and an international airport within 20 minutes travel from the CBD. 
It is known as the arts and culture capital and its downtown area is famed for its cafe’s, nightlife, 
theatre and shopping. 

Wellington is known as New Zealand’s Home of Football, with locals showing great support for the 
Wellington Phoenix.

Wellington has also hosted two major international football events, the 2010 and 2013 World Cup 
play-off matches, with both matches being sell-out events. It was a host city for the 2008 FIFA U-17 
Women’s World Cup and will be a host city for the 2015 FIFA U-20 World Cup.



FurTHEr INFOrMATION
Please email admin@wpfa.org.nz for further information. 
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